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Memoires de Fean de Wit, Grand Penfionaire de Hollande, tra- 
duits de Poriginal en Francois par M.de *** +. e. The Me- 
moires of Joba de Wir, Grand Penfionary of Holand, wan- 
flated from the Original into French, by M. de***. Atthe 
Hague, 1709. in 12. p. 333. 


Obr De Wit, the Author of thefe Memoirs, was a Man of 
‘ great Wir, and. none underftood the Interefts of Hol/and 


* betterthan he. His zeal for his Country was equal to his - 


Knowledge, which his whole conduct teftify’d, fay the Paris 
Journalitts, and which this Work proves. He-apply’d hinofalf; 
during the Minority of the Prince of Orange, afterwards Wi/- 
liam Mil, of Exgland, to encourage his Country-men, vigoroufly 
to oppofe that Princes advancement, and no more to chufe a 
Stadtholder, which he accomplith’d 2 years beforé his Death, 
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516 Che Corks of the Le arnep; | 
very Body knows, fay the fame Authors, that ‘fobs de Wit was 
murdeied ac the Hagze in 1672, with his Brother Corzelius de 
Wit, by the Mob, which the Partizans of the Prince of Orange 
had raifed againft them. The Power of that Prince very much 
increafed by their death ; and fince this Work might have open’d 
the Eyes of all true R:publicans, and excited them to fhake oft 
the Yoke it, was fupprefféd, and the reading of it forbid under 
fevere Penalties, ° | fs) 
‘Tis ufhered’ in with a Preface, where our Author gives us 
with much freedom, anaccount of the Chara€ter and Govern- 
ment of all the Princes of Orange, from W1//am 1. and fhews 
impartially their good and bad Qualities. At the end of the 
Preface he {peaks thus of his own Work. ‘ Let not the Reader, 
‘ think that { fuppofe thefe Memoirs fhould pleafé him, in eve- 
‘ry Thing fecing in many places they do not pleafe my felf, 
‘ the int part of ’em was writ in hafte, tho’ they have been 
* carefully revis'd feveral times fince, and I have added to them 
‘ divers things, which I have join’d as well as I could, having 
* neither Time nor Inclination to write it Over again, and put 
‘ it into hatter order, 
_ The Work is divided into 3 parts ; the firft contains 15 Chap- 
ters. M. de ae Hit in the-tutt Place propotes the Maxims that 
in general relate to che Profperity of all*Countries; and after 
having apply’d them to: Holland, he confiders the Advantages of 
that Province, with relation to wat it produces, and to its fi- 
tuation. He fays that no Country in Europe is better firuated for 
Commerce. His Obfervations on their ancient Commerce are 
very curious. The want of this, fays he, oblig’d the Ce/te, Van- 
dials, Hans, Goths, and feveral other Nations, to leave their 
own Countries. £ Thefe Nations, fays he, exchang’d their fu- 
* peifluous Commodities not for Silver, but after this Manner ; 
* 2 Hens for ore Goofe; 2 Geefe fora Hog; 3 Lambs for a 
“* Sheep; 3 Calvés fora Cow, The exchange of Corn had alfo 
* its rules, fo that they Knew how much Outs to give for Bar. 


© ley; how much Barley for Rie,and how much Rie for Wheat, 


‘ 


according as they had need ; and there was no Commerce but 
* in Provitions. We have here an Abridgment of the Hiitory 
of Commerce from the Year 960. The E/emmings feem to be 
the firtt who apply’d themfelves to it in earneft ; the Hanfe- 
Towns ingroffed it afterwards, and at laft Asm/ferdum enhanc’d 


almoft the whole ofit, -‘ To prove the Advantages of ee 
* GaB 
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* dam for Commerce, fays M. de Wit, we need only confider in 
* how litle time one may go and come with any tolerable wind 
* from Friezland, Overyffel, Guelderland, and the Towns of 
© North Holland, without ftaying for the Tydes, and with little 
© Charge ;.and in a {mall Time one may go to all the Towns of 
© South Holland. We furpafs, fays he, almoft all Nations, and 
© are Mafters of the Commerce of the Ocean, of the Mediter- 
* ranean, the Ivdies and the Bal/tick, and the Datch are almott 
* the only People who trade in Freight and Fithing- Our Au- 
thor is of opinion, that to preferve thofe advantages, a great 
many Stangers muft be invited into Ho/lend, and for that end, 
the Dutch mutt fuffer the Exercife of all Religions, and grant 
every one the Liberty of getting their Livelihood, without pay- 
ing Taxes for their Burgherfhip. 

* By pertfecuting the Roman Catholicks, fays he, we fhould 
* not only hinder the recourfe of Strangers, but chafe away ouz 
© Inhabitantg, Gentlemen, Countrymen and Tenants, the great: 
* eft part of whom is of that Religion, which would be very 
* fevere, unjuft, and prejudicial, particularly to our Nation, 
© which has always valued themfelves upon Fighting for their 
© Liberty. He proves that the Privileges granted to the Compa. 
nies and Corporations of Tradefmen, are very prejudicial co 
the S:ate, and ferve only to enrich fome private Mer, at the 
Expence of the Mijority. As to [mpofts, he fhews, that tis ve- 
ry prejudicial todemand them from thofz who trade in Manu- 
tictures, Fifhing, and equipping of Veflels. One Perny more 
or lefs of Gain, with refpect to the Quantity, may, according 
to him,ftop all fuch Commerce,as isin an Equilibrium. *1 know, 
‘ fiys he, that thofe {mall Taxes are reckon’d nothing by thofe 
* wh» do not underftand Commerce, but People char are vers’d 
in it, Know-very well that a great Fowl may be pull’d Fea- 
ther by Feather, till there be none left. He complains of the 
exceflive Taxes and [mpofitions with which Ho//aad is charg’d, 
and confiders the order that ought to be obferved in this matter. 
© His Refeftions on this nice Subjeét, are very judicious, but 
‘* we cannot infitton them. He finifhes this part with fome Ol- 
© {ervations on their Laws relating to Commerce. 
~ In the 2d part, which is divided into 14 Chapters ; he treats 
of Colonies, Countries, Alliances, and free Government, and 
fhews plainly, that nothing would be more advantagious to 


Holland, than to fettle‘Colonies in remote Countries; and fiace 
. he 
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518. he orks of the Leanna; 
he forefaw that thefe Settlements would not pleafe the Dire€tors. 
of the 2 India Companies, he .feems to queftion whether it be. 
i for the good of the State to maintain thofe Companies, He. 
: | is of opinion that Peace is fo neceflary for the Subfiftance of. 
; | Holland, that he would not have them think 6f any Conquefts, 
i and makes-no {cruple to affert, That all Commonwealths fubjifi- 
ing by Commerce, bave:been deftroy’d by their offenfive Wars and. 
B Conquefis. He proves the Truth of this by plain Reafons and 
q inflances. He alfo locks upon this as another fundamental. 
Principle, That uncertain Peace is better than War : But fome 
may ask me, fays he, ‘ Since Peace is fo neceflary to Holland, 
‘.may we not when engag'd in War, continue it till the Enemy be 
‘ fore’d toa folid Peace; to which anfwer, that the World is 
‘ fo fubje& to change, particularly Ewrepe, and that Trade 
© caifes always. fo many Difputes with all Nations, that a 
© certain Peace is a. Chimera to-Ho//and; and thofe who would 
‘ flatter them with it, imitate the Sivenzes, who endeavour by. 
* their fweet Songs to Shipwrack the Datch, 
He adds, that the beft way for the Dxtch is to fortify them- 
felves well, and not to meddle with any Body. If they belicve 
me, fays he, they will never endeavour to quench a Fire which 
does not burn themfelves,. nor engage inthe Quarrels of Sove- 
raigns without neceffity, for fear of having the Reward of thofe 
who feparate fuch as quarrel, that is tofay, the Enmity of both 
Parties. He Inftru€ts his Countrymen by the example of the 
¢ Cat, which does not attack, but defend ic felf, when it cannot. 

| flie, and then defends itfelf to the laft Extremity. If notwith- 
, ftanding our Prudence and good'Condu& to avoid Quarrels, fays . 
he, we come to be infulted without. Reafon,.*twill be glorious . 
for us to defend our felves vigoroufly, in a juft Caufe, by ma- 
king ufe of all our Strength,.and to fhew-that Holland is like 
a Cat which is not to be attacked without Mittans.. M.de Wit - 
does not judge of Alliancesin the fame way. as he does of Peace, 
and therefore does not fo much advifeé his. Countrymen to make - 
4 Alliances with other Potentates, becaufe this is ufually attended - 
" with hard Conditioné! “ He confiders in feparate Articles the 
Good and Ill that Hol/and may expect from France, Spain, and. : 

) England, becaufe it is on this Foot, that the Datch muft regu- 

i late themfelves in their Alliances with thofe.Crowns, or fepa:. 
ie rate irom them. . th | | 
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He thinks Hol/and invincible under a free Government, with- 
out a Stadtholder or Captain General, and endeavours to fhew, 
‘that the Commonwealth is weakend by the too great Authority 
of thofe Leaders. Heapplys himfelf particularly to fhew the 
Diforders the young Prince of Orange, afterwards Wil/iam III. 
of England, might occafion, if he fhould be advanced to-the 
Dignities of his Anceftors, (in which the Event did loudly pro- 
‘claim his miftake) and he infifts at large, that under a free Go- 
vernment Ho//and had nothing to fear, either from itfelf, nor 
ftrangers. He has alfo the Confidence to affirm, that every great 
City :in-Holland was capable to defend itfelf againft the greateft 
‘Potentate. One of his principal Reafons is, that the moft skil- 
ful Engineers and greateft Politicians lay it down for a certain 
Rule, that fuch great Cities as can hold out a Siege for a whole 
Seafon, ought to be reckon’d impregnable, becaufe no fuch City, 
tho’ it yields at laft, is ever able to pay the Charge of taking 
it; befides fuch Sieges require great Armies; and full Treafures, 
which are feldom in a good Condition in Monarchies, the Ex- 
pence of their Courts, and the Receivers of their Revenues,and 
_ who dependeing upon them, carry off the greateft part 
of ir. 

The 3d part contains 7 Chapters. In the firft there are many 
political Refle€tions on Monarchial and Republican Governments 
He defines Monarchy juft according to the Idea he had conceiv’d 
of their own Stadtholders. * By Monarchial Government, fays 
© he, Ido not only underftand a ftate in which one fingle perfon 
© has all the Authority and Power to make or difannul Laws at 
* his pleafure, and to command Obedience in every Thing , but 
© jikewife a State where one fingle perfon, without any Right, 
© has Power to caufe all his Orders to be obeyed, or to divert 
* the Orders and Laws of a higher Regency, or hinder the exe- 
* cution of them at pleafure. Some Inftances from Antiquity 
corncerning thefe 2 kinds of Government, and new Obfervati- 
ons on their Stadtholders, with the advantages ef Liberty, make 
the Subje&t of the other Chapters. Our Author fhews in the 
Conclufion, that thefe Memoirs were publifhed contrary to his 
Mind in 1662. under the Title of, L’imteret dela Hollande, ot 
the Intereft of Holland ; and being very imperfeé&, he was at 
the pains to revife them in 1667, 
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Le ea a GND TEI Saat Prenton ‘Qensmemeeco ee” 
* Saaenereracapeen _ey mean; 


Animadverfiones Piilologi-e in Fobum, in quibus plaurima hafte- 
nus ab Interpretibus male accepta ope lingua Arabice €F affni- 
um illuftrantur. Ab Alberto Schultens Groningano. Acceffit 
Specimen Obfervationum Arabicarum tn totum vetus Infrumen- 
sum, cum Indicibus neceffarits. i.e. Philofophical Obferyati- 
ons on the Book of Job, wherein, by the help of the Arg. 
bick and neighbouring Languages, feveral Things are explain’d 
that Interpreters had mifunderitood. .To which is added, an 
Efflay of Arabick Obfervations upon all the Old Teftamenr, 
with neceflary Tables. By Mr. Schulteas of Gronizgen, 
Printed at Usrecht 1708. in 80, p. 203. befides the Preface 
and Tables. 


2“W7%s an unwarrantable Propofition, that a learned Man ad- 
vanced fome years ago, that “tis not neceffary to have re- 
courfe to foreign Languages for explaining the Old Teftament. 
Had he faid only, that there’s no need of their help to under- 
ftand what is abfolutely neceflary to Salvation, his Propofition 
might eafily have been granted; but ashe has propofed ir in. 
general, *tis altogether unwarrantable. The Books of Bochart 
alone fuffice to prove the contrary. Orif People will not be 
at the pains to read fuch large Volumes, they may foon becor- 
vinced of it by cafting their Eye upon this Book, of which we 
treat. Fortho’ all the Explications of certain paflages in Fob 
we meet with there be not demonftrated, yet fome of them ap- 
pear to be fo evident, that there’s fcarce any room to doubt, but 
Mr. Schultens, who propofes them, has difcovered the Truth. 
We thall give a few Inftances, and chufe as many as we can 
which require the leaft of Arabick and Hebrew to be fet down 

with them. ; 
if there be any Book inthe Bible where the Arabian way of 
{peaking is made ufe of, tis certainly that of Yob The moft 
certain Opinion, fays Mr. Beraard, is, that he dwelt in Arabia 
deferta, onthe Frontiers of Chaldea, and that ’twas the Chalde- 
ens who took away his Flocks, Whether *twas 7ob himfelf 
who 
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who wrote that Hiftory, or one of his Friends, or Mofes, ’tis 
certain that the Author has inferted many of the ways of f{peak- 
ing, that were in ufe in the Country where Fob livd. Bochart 
undertook to provge,it unan{werably ; but Death prevented him. 
Our Author proves by feveral Inftances in this Effay, what that 
learned Man only advanc’d without giving any Proofs for ic. 
Some of thefe Inftances ferve to juftify the Che/dee Interpreter, 
Symmachus, Saint Jerome, and the Septuagint, who have been 
often blam’d wrongfally of miftaking the ufual Signification of 
the Hebrew words, without obferving, that thefe Words had 
anciently the fame Signification they retain {till in the Arabic. 
The Infrances we have promifed are as follow. ! 

1. In the 4th Chapter, verfe 18, the words are read thus, ac- 
cording to the Tranflition of Geneva, Behold he does not relv 
upon his Servants, and gives Light to his Angels) The Word 
rendred Light in that Tranflation, is tranflated pravitas in the 
vulgar Latin, that.is to fay, diforders, according to M. de Sacy’s 
Tranflation. Others tranflate it fo//y. But neither one nor the 
other can be faid of the Angels, ar leaft of the good ones. This 
fame word in Aradick fignifies varity. Now ’tis trae God finds 
Vanity in his Angels, by taking the Word Vamiry not for a Moral 
but a Natural Defe&. 

2. The roth Verfe of ‘the 6th Chapter, is very hard to be ur- 
derf{tood, and thereare as many different Interpretations of it Mr. 
Schaltens thinks there’s a Metaphor in this Verfe taken from 
{trong Horfes, who ftamp with their Foot when they are wan- 
ton; fo that fob means by this Paffage, that tho’ God fhould 
wound and crufh him, yet he fhould not want comfort ; that 
tho’ God fhould not {pare him, yet he would leap for joy. 
And left this Metaphor fhould feem too harfh, he quotes fome 
Verfes of Gregory Maztanzen in his Lite, where he ufes the 
fame Comparifon, which feems to have been taken from this 
place of Fob. 

— 3. In the 9th Chapter and 7th Verfe. The vulgar Tranflation 
has it, that God keepeth the Scars fhut up under a Seal. Our 
Author confirms this franflation by the Arabic, and on this oc- 
cafion he enquires, why fefus Cbrif? is called rhe Sea/. He 
thinks, ’tis becaufe he is the laft and moft excelfent of all the 
Prophets. The Arabians call their Mahomet, the Lord of Pro- 
phets and the Seal of the Apoftles, nan Abridgment of the 
Mahometan Religion, writin iggy of which our Author has 
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522 Che (ciowks of He LEaARNen; 
a Manufcript, there are thefe Words, Our Prophet, whom God: 
bleffed, rs the Seal of the Propbets, i.e. be ts the laft, and after 

bis Excellency there fhall be no other Propbet, till the Refurre&ti- 

on, as Ged bas faid. \n the fame Senfe the fan call Galen 
the Seal of Payficians i.e. The loft and moff’excellent of Phyft- 

cians , but they mean only the Gree& Phyficians. 

4. Inthe roth Chapter and 17th Verte. Ibow reneweft thy 
Witnefjs againft me, The word Witnefs is very improper in 
this place, becaufe Fob compar’d God to a Lion in the preceding 
Verte. We muft-then have recourfe to the Arabic, where the 
fame word fignifies the Incurfion of an Enemy , which agrees 

‘ery well with what follows, where he fpeaks of Confpiracies 
aid Armies, that were rifen againtt 7od. 

5. The 2d Verfe of the 12th Chapter is by moft Interpreters 
tranflated, as if you were all one People, but that does not a- 
gree with what follows, and Wifdom fhall die with you, mutt we 
feck after Wifdom among the Populace, or in a whole People. 
Qur Author thinks that by the Hebrew tay we muft underftand 
in this Place Men diftinguifhed by their Knowledge and Wit: 
dom, and fupports his Conjefture by the help of the Arabic. 

_ 6 The Tianflation of Geweva makes the Clofe of the 23d 
Verfe of the 25th Chap. thus. He knows that the way of 
darknefs-is quite ready to be put into hishands. Thefe words 
to be put are not in the Original. We muft know fays our Au- 
thor, that with the Arabians, in bis bands, fignifies the fame as 
before his face. So that we muft Tranflate it, the evil Day is 
ptepared befere him, cr before his face. 

9. Inthe 16th Chapter and.13th Verfe. The Vulgar Tran- 
flation has it thus, circumdedit me Lanceis fuis, he has encem- 
paffed me with his Lances. Grotias, fays M. Bernard, inftead of 
{ances,which are not properly faid to encompafs a Perfon,wou'd 
have it tranflated, with Men that fhoot Arrows. 

- Our Author owns that the Hebrew. word 3ap fignifies pro- 
perly. to environ; but the Arabians made. ufe of the fame word 
to fignifie to pierce and wound. He hath pierc’d me. with his 
Darts or. Arrows which is very Natural. 

But tho’ we fhould not take the word in that Senfe here; 
He thinks it muft be fo underftood in P/al, 118. 10, 13, 12. 
where.’tis found four times in the fame period ; and P/al. 109. 
3, words full of batred, have enncompaiied me, or rather picred 
me, becaufe Words.may wound and pierce. but can’t — 

. Chap. 
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8, Chap. 16. Ver. 16. The vulgar Tranflation has it, facies 
mea intremuit @ fictu; i.e. my Face is bloated or {well’d by 
much Weeping. The Gezeva Tranflation has a word, which is 
very old, if *twere ever in ufe, my Face is made red by abun 
dance of Tears: In the Arabic the word fignifies to make red, 
become red, and it appears by its Derivatives that the Hebrew 
has the fame fignification. It ought therefore to be tranflated 
my Face is become altogether red by much Weeping. ! 

On occafion of the 2d Verfe of the 17th Chapter. Mr. 
Schultens explains a paffage of feremiab, Chap. 15. Verfe 8, 
which has much puzzled Interpreters. The difficulty comes 
from this Hebrew word “y, which feems to make no good 
Senfe in this place. Some take this word for a Centinel, fome 
for an Enemy, others for a City, but none of them make the 
Senfe compleat or eafie ; befides fome of thofe Explications 
are founded upon no authority, Bnt if we give this word the 
Arabic fignification, which is an alienation of Mind, the Senfe 
of the paffage is very Natural, [ wl caufe to fall fuddenly up. 
on ber, viz. upon Ferufalem, alienation of Mind and Fear, i, e. 
fo great a fear, that ic {hall make her lofe her Senfes. 

10. Chap. 17. Verfe 4. The beginning ef this Verfe is com- 
monly tranflated, Cor corum abfcondifti @ fapientia, Thou haft 
hid their Heart from underftanding ; and’tis pretended that this 
is fpoken by way of Hypailage, or szverting the Words, in- 
ftead of faying, Dhow baft hid anderftanding from their heart. 
But this Figure, or Inverfion feems harfh to Mr. Schu/tens. 
He obferves that the word fignifies ro feal up, lock up, or fer 
apart, as wedo Treafures. Now ’tis ufsal with the Arabiars 
to fay to fhuit, and feal up the Heart with a Seal, inftead of 
faying to harden it; therefore this place ought to be tranflated 
thus, You Seal up their Heart with a Seal, that they fhould 
not under{tand. . 

an. Chap. 19. Verfe 20. Aly bones cleave to my skin, and 
to my flefh. °Tisno wonder, fays our Author, for Bones to 
cleave to the Fleth, which is found in the Fatteft as well as 
» the Leaneft Perfons:; But Job wou'd feem to exprefs the bad 
condition he was in.at that time. We mult know shat in the 
. Arabic ws fignifes the uttermoft Skin, which the Greeks 
. calld Epiderme ; So that Fob means his Bones did cleave to 
his outcer and inner Skin; And che fame Senfe muft be giver 
my Uun 2 “6 
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to Pfal. 102, 5. 9. where “cis faid, My bones cleave. to my 
skin. 

12, In Chap, 21. Verfe r9. Our Author makes. a Remark 
which may ferve for the Explication. of feveral places of Scrip. 
ture, viz.. That the Verb yo which fignifies properly to know, 
among the Arabians .fignifies to be punifhed. ‘This perhaps fays, 
Mr. Bernard is what the Interpreters of Gezeva wou’d infinuate, 
who have tranflated this pafflage of 70), and they fhall feel it, 
for Men-.feel.their punifhment. 

Thefe are a.few of. Mr. Schultens. Qbfervations on Sob ;. 
L might add fays Mr. Bernard, fome that he gives us on other: 
places of the Old Teftament ;, but thefe are fufficient to fhew 
the ufefulnefS of this Work, and to mrke us wifh-that Mr. 
are may continue, to impart fuch difcoveries to. the. 








Hiftoire. de Scanderbeg Roy.d? Albanie, par le-R. P. du-Poncet. 
dela C. de F, i.e. The Hiftory of Scanderbeg King of 
Albania, by the Reverend Father da Pomcet, of the Society: 
of Jefus.. At. Paris, 1709. in 12. p. 591. 


“HOSE who are vers’d in Hiftory can’t be ignorant that 

;, these was a Kirg of Albania, called Scanderbeg, who ac- 
quird. much Reputation by. War: But few knew the partice.. 
lars of his A€tions.. And this. proceeds from our having bur- 
one Book: on that Subje& from the firft Handy which is that of 
Marin.Barlet, a:Prieft- of Albania, who being contemporary 
with this Hero, thought hiwfelf oblig’d to make him known: 
to. Pofterity. If it be thought ftrange that. there’s. only one: 
Author, who. has wrote of fo.great a Man;. we -muft confider 
that attcr the Death of this Prince, A/bania was intisely made: 
Subje&t.to the Turks, and that in their Dominions mo Man durft) 
Write the Hiftery of the Vitteries which he had gain’d over: 
them, nor commend the Glory whick-he had acquir’d at their 
colt. Bar/et then.is the cnly Author who has given us a large: 
Hiftary. of. Scanderbeg’s. Life; and. fuch as we may. much rely - 
upon. For before he entred into Ecclefiaftical Orders, he him-: 


aelf’ fought againft the Turks, and probably under this very 


Prince ; 
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Prince ; but that which above all ought to give weight to what 
he fays, is, that if he had ventu.’d to Write fables, thofe who 
faw all that had pafs'd, and were moft of them alive when 
he wrote, would not have failed to have charg’d him with 
falfhood, and to confute what he had faid. 

Father d@ Poxeet did not think it neceflary for the Credit of 
his Hiftorian to confine himfeli to a fcrupulous Tranflation. 

We find, fays he, in Bar/et a great many long, tedious and 
ufelfs Harangues ; with large Defcriptions of Countries, which 
the Reader does not expect, and ferve only ro tire his Patience.. 
There are feveral Circumftances in his Accounts, of things thac. 
muf{t be omitted, and deferve no notice to be taken of them; 
there are alfo digreflions which take up almoft whole Books, 
with Morals, Inve€tives, and Pathetick Exhortations, more he- 
coming an Orator than an Hiftorian. Which determin’d me, 
fays Father dz Poncet, only to make ufe of his Book, as Me- 
moirs, to furnifh me with Matter for my Hiftory, and to frame 
it to the Relifh and Genius of our Age. It would have coft 
me lefs, fiys he, to Tranflate it Verbatim, than to have made. 
fiich Extraéts of it: And I may. juft fay, adds he, that ro draw 
Materials from fuch an Author, may be compared to working. 
at Mines; where a great deal of Earth muft be removed to. 
come at a Vein of Metal. 

Wecannor, fay the Paris Jourcalifts complain of M1. Pencer’s. 
fatigue, which is. fo honourable to himfelf, and fo ufeful to, 


the publick. 
His Jadgment in the choice of Circumftances, is accompanied . 


with an exactaefs of Stile, and we read them with fo much tbe . 
more Pleafure, that the matters are great in themfelves, and 
d¢liver’d in agreeable Language. 

Inthe Life of Scancerbeg, there’s a prodigious number of. 
Batrles he fought; and of the Victories which he gained. This 
Serics of Events, which were. equally fuceefsiul,. has perhaps . 
occafion’d the Incredulity of .fome Authors, of whom Father . 
dg Porcet complains. In this plenty of matter we can only 
mention fome particulars, ta excire the curiofity. of the . 
Reader to perufe the. whole in the Original. . 

Since the Hero, whofe. Hiftory is under Confideration, had . 
the Tile of King of Albania; our Author begins with the De 
feription of thar Country. ?Twas Anciently the Name of a 


Province in A/a, on the Welt of the Cu/pian Sea, .water'd = 
the 
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‘the River Cirus, which falls into that Sea, bat after the Turés 
became Mafters of it, they chang’d its Name into thar cf 
Muiric. The Inhabitants of that Country being drove out by 
the Turks, retird into Greece, towards the Gulf of Vezice, 
and gave their Name to the Country where they fertled, as 
the Erancs, the Eounders of that-Monarchy did to France ; 
‘and becaufe that Country was then Known by the Name of 
Epirus, which is now only a part of Lower A/gunra, hence it 
came that it was called indifferently by cither of thefe Names, 
and the Ighabirants were called fometimes Albanians, and fome- 
times Efirotes. 7 

Amurath, 11. Emperor of the Turks attempted the Con. 
queft of it in the beginning of the rsth Century. Jobs Ca- 
firiot, who was their King, oppofed him in vain, was fore’d 
to yield at laft, and to accept of a Peace, upon fuch Con- 
ditions as the Conqueror was pleas’d to impofe. The hardeft 
of which were, that as a Pledge of his Fidelity, 4 of his 
Sons fhow’d be Holtages, Repofus, Stanifes, Conftantin and 
George. This laft was call’d Scanderbeg. when he was Circum-. 
cifed with his other Brothers, at the Command of Amaratb, con- 
trary to his Promife of giving them full Liberty to protefs 
the Chriftian Religion. : 

Soanderbeg was {carce 18 Years Old when he was trufted 
with the Command of so0co Horfe under Amurath, His firft 
Campaigns got him much Reputation; he alfo fignaliz’d 
himfelt in feveral Duels. So that Amzrath look’d upon him 
as the beft of his Generals, and the molt capable to mike 
the Conquefts which he projected. He had already Poifon’d 
the Three Brothers of that Prince, and would not have {par’d 
him but for the hopes of making him a Tool, to carry on 
his Ambitious Purpoies. | | 

The King of A/bania being dead, the People wifh’d ardently 
that Scanderbeg, his Son, would revenge his Injuries. and te- 
cover his Dominions. To this he oughr naturally to have been 
inclin’d, as well as by the profpe&t of an eafic Succefs, which 
was more than enough to fill Amurath with thote Jea!oufies and 
Suipicions, that his Ambition made him conceal, bux could aot 
{tifle. The Part he afted tofecure himéelf, was to found che 
Inclinations of Scenderbeg, in a private Difcourie, and diflem- 
blingly told him, that if he was weary of depeuding on ano 
ther, he would reftore him his Fathers Kingdom, or give him 

in 















in Sovetaignty, fome Province ot rhe Empire, that was richer 
and of greater exieat than Aljaai2; tho’ to tell him the Truth, 
he inclined rather to keep him for fome time longer in his Ser- 
vice, to affitt him in bringing the Enterprizes he was ena2zged 
in to an honourable Iifue ; aad as to therelt, 10 long as he con- 
tinued with him, he thould want no:h'ng that could make 
the Fortune uf a private Man tippy and Great 

Scanderbeg perceived the Artifice of this Difcourfe, diflem- 
bled with him in the fame manner, and aafwered him with a 
feeming Sincerity,that hereckoned him in!iead of nis Father and 
Brothess, and fo losgas he thought firto employ him, would 
think himfelf more happy than to be fettled in his Country, 
and poflefs the Kingdom, fince he was yet too Young to take 
the Government upon him ; therefore ’twas beft for him to bz- 
gin with the Toils and Fatigues of War; nor that he did not 
value Royalty, but that he thould Efteem it a fmall thing to re. 
ceive it only by Birth or Favour; therefore he had a Mind to 
render himielf worthy of it by ail the Ways of Honour that 
could bring him to it: Therefore, Sir, adds he, think of no- 
thing but toopen methe Door of Honour, fend me againtt 
your Enemies, tiat after the Vittories I hope to gain under your 
Condutt, I may obtain from your Eiteem of me, what you 
would now have me receive from your generofity. 

This Anfwer calm’d Amuratd a little, but was not able to 
extinguifh his Jealoufic. He trufted his Armies however to Seun- 
derbeg, and continued his Conquefts by the Valour of this great 
Captain: But the more Vittories he giin’d under his Condutt, 
the mare he apprehended that he himfelt might be the firlt who 
{hould fuffzr by the Power of his General, and the Credit be 
acquird inthe Army. Scanderdeg on his tide conceal’d his de- 
fignes, till he thought himfelf ina condition to difcover them 
withiafety. The iecret Inftances made continually to bim by 
the A/banians, to come and take pollzifisn of his Dominions, 
made him with fora f{peedy occation to doit. Amzrath fent 
him once more again{t the Chriftians, and a general Action being 
near, Scanderdeg refolved to make ule of that opportunity to 
{hake off his Yoke. He trufied his Secret to fuch Officers of 
whom he was fure, and agreed with them that in time of Bartle, 
they fhould feign to give ground as if they could nor fuftain 

the Efforts of the Enemy, and fall foul upon the Troops com- 
manded by the Bu/haw, that this fecining Defeat cou.d not fail 
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to put the Turks into Diforder, and encourage the Chriftians; 


-and during this confufion they fhould feize the Secretary of A- 
gmurath, who was with the Ba/buw, and force him witha Dag. 
ger at his Breaft to write to the Goversor of Croy in Amurath’s 


Name, and feal the Letter with his Seal, by which that Gove. 


-nor fhould.be ordered to put the Place and the Government of 


it into the Hands of Scanderbeg. 
The Thing was executed according to the Proje&t: The Ar- 


“my of the Chriftians made a furious Charge upon that of the 
Infidels. Scanderbeg after fome Refiftance, feigned himfelf un- 


dera Neceffity to fall back; and he not being accuftomed to 


‘tly, his Example made the reft believe rhere was no more reme- 
_dy, and put the whole Army into Diforder. He took care in 


the mean time to feize the Secretary of Amzrath, and obliged 


> him to writea Letter inthe Emperor’s Name, feal’d with his 


Seal to the Governor of Croy, to give the Government of that 
- Capital City to Scanderbeg. With this precaution, and without 
other force ; but 300 Men whom he had engag’d, he march’d 
-in all hafte to A/bania,and gave the Peopte notice of his Arrival. 
The Letter written by Amurath’s Secretary had the defir'd effect; 
the City of Cray was yielded to Scanderbeg by the Governor, 
whoretire’d. Being once Mafter of the Capital, he doubted not 
eafily to get the other Cities. It was his great advantage that he 
had the Hearts of the People; and he endeavoured to confirm 


~them in their good Difpofitions by the Letters he wrote, and the 


Affemblieshe call’d. After this he made up a ftrong Army, by 
which he-drove the Twrki/h Garifons out of fome Places, and 
ina very little time all A/bania yielded to him, and acknow- 
ledg’d him as their Soveraign. 

Amuratowas ftrangely turpriz’d to_hear of thefe Revolutions, 


-and repented a hundred times that he had not followed the fug- 


-geftions of his Jealoufie, and for having fpar’d an Enemy, whom 
he had fomany Reafons to dread. Heendeavour’d however to 
avenge himfelf, and to empioy all his Forces againft him. 
Scanderbeg, whoexpzéted no lefs, prepar’d to defend himfelf, 
which he did with fo much Courage and SuccefS; that tho’ the 
War continu'd long, and coit him a prodigious number of Bat- 

»tles, he was always Vi€torious, nctwichitanding the great ine- 
quality of his Forces. Thisisenough for a general Idea of the 
Kook, towhich which wereferr the Reader for the Particulars 
of fo many memorable A€tions. 

Dé: 
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Defenfio Religionis, nec non Mofis et Gentis Fuduice, contra 

 duas Differtationes Fob. Toland, quarum una infcribitur Adet/t- 
demon, altera vero, Antiquitates Fudaice. A Jacobo Fayo, 
SS, Theologie Doflore, et in Ecclefia Ultrajettino Britannica 
Sacrorum Myfteriorum Interprete. i. e, A Defence of Re- 
ligion in general, and particularly that of Mo/es and the 
Jewith Nation, againft 2 Differtations, by Mr. Io/and, the 
one intituled Adeifidemon, and the other Antiquitates Fu- 
daci#. By Mr.de Ja Feyo, Do&or of Divinity, and Pattor 
of the Englifh Church-at U%rechs. Printed at Usrecit, 17-09 
in 8vo, pag. 251. 


WiHe Zeal of Mr. de 2 Fayo cannot be too much commended, 
A who being obliged to Preach twice every Lord’s Day in the 
Church, where heis placed by Day, has been willing to impioy 
his fpare Hours in defending the Intereft of Religion, againit 
-Mr. Toland, who has attacked it oftner than once in Books 
he has publiih’d. Formerly,when Men had a mind to fignalize 
themfelves by fo noble an Enterprize, they made ufe of pre- 
cautions, conceal’d their Names, and thofe of their Book fellers : 
- But now we have a fett of Men, who being unwilling to loofe 
the Honour of their Courage to ftorm Heaven, and pull God 
dowa from his Throne, they-glory in thofe noble Exploits, and 
impiety is fo much in fafhion, that [ know not fays Mr. Ber- 
nard, whether Mr. de /a Fayo had not done better to conceal his 
Name, tho’ he defends only the Intereft of God. For the pre- 
tended great Wits are very impatient, and fall into as much 
p2fion as thofe call’d Bigotts: Thofe who defend R-ligion 
mutt be prepared for an Attack by a Cart Load of Keproaches, 
where Reafon fails. But the mifchief is done, and M, Fuyo 
mutt refolve to run the rifque of all thofe dangers, 
. AslI thought it not proper to give an Exrraé&t of Mr, Tolunds 
Book, fiys M. Bernard, Lthall inlarge no further on that of 
his Adverfary, than jult to point at the Things he Treats of. 
I, Mr. Tolaad having divided his Book into 2 Dificrtations ; 
Mr. de fa Bayo divides his Anfwer likewile into 2 Parts; and 
A XX e thews 
































ae | a ee 
: x & at een Sere Se ee ee 7 
. = S eae Se ee 2S Seta Se “aac = pi 
a — & = ele = = ee ie = = = 
St eee = ————— noe Siete ; ac = = : ; 
- v - oe ; me a n —_ Saas ~ nw sempeapeiie’ nny . ‘ 
Se ES ET OO SS emi een nome 
— ES SE es at 
ae Se eae ee eS 










































530 Che Tosks of the Lz aRnezp; 
fhews in the firft, that Mr. Toland willing to clear Titus Livi- 
us from the Charge of Superftition, with which he is accufed, 
becaufe of the great number of Prodigies he relates at every 
turn, makes him a down right Atheift, who had no Principle 
of Relgion, and a wretched Hypocrite, who profeffed a Reli- 
gion, and Worthip’d God’s, that he derided in his Heart. 

Our Author fhews that his .Adverfary confounds Religion 
and Superftition on purpofe, that by feeming only toatrack the 
latrer, ne may fall foul upon the former; that he makes no 
Diltingticn betwixt one Keligion and another, and is equally 
unjuft to all, For Inftance, {peaking of the Pagans, he owns 
no where, that they.own’d a Supream, Wife, Almighty God, 
the Creator of all Things,, and who governs all by bis Provi- 
dence, wh.ch makes Paganifm much more tolerable, than when 
One gives a meer Abftra€t of their Religion. 

M. Za Fay? detends-alfo againft his Adverfary, the Authors of 

- thofe- Religions, with the Minifters, and the People thar-per- 
torm the Duties of ’em. He alledges his Adverfary has done 
Juftice to neither. He likewife blames Mr. Toland, for con- 
tounding true Miracles with Impoftures,Apparitions,Comets,and 
the Signs of the Heavens, that he may make all alike the Sub- 
ject of his Raillery, and laugh at the Credulity of the People, 
who receive all thefe Things as moft certain Truths, 

And becaufe our Author aflerts, that his Adverfary denies the 
Exiftence of immaterial Spirits, after he has laboured to convince 
him of that pernicious Error, he endeavours to cure him of ir,. 
by proving their Exiftence from the teftimonies of Ancient Phi- 
lofophers, by Reafon, by rhe Idea we have of them, by Appa- 
ritions and Prodigies, after which he anfwers the Objections 
made againft this Do€trine. 

From the Exiftence of Spirits in general, he comes to prove 
the Exiftence of the Eternal and moft perfe& Spirit, to whom 
we give the Name of God; he does not forget to anfwer the 
Subtilties of the Atheifts on fo weighty a fubjeé&t. He alfo 
proves a Divine Providence by the Teftimony of Sacred and 
Profane Authors, by the Principles of right Reafon, and by fe- 
veral Natural events which confirm it, and anfwers very folidly, 

tho’ in a few words the Arguments againft Providence taken 


from the pretended Diforders, that are in the Machine of the 


World, and from the good and bad being joined together in Re- 


wards and Punifhimeats, 


Our 








fot September, 1709. 534 
Our Author denies exprefly” that the World was made ouly 
for Man. ° The part, fays he, was rather made for the whole, 
‘than the whole for the part, If the World had been made for 
any Creature, it fhou’d, fays he, rather have been for other 'in- 
telligent Creatures than for Man; fince they are more perfec: 
But the Truth is, that the World was made for its Creator, 
that his Divine perfections might be known and Celebrated in 
his Works. , 3 : 

The Immortality of the Soul is a Do€trine which Atheifts 
combat with all their might, and fince Mr. Fo/und has no lefs 
oppofed this Do€trine than the reft we have mentioned, out 
Author proves this Immortality from the Nature of the Soul, 
from the innate defire that all Men have of Immortality, of 
which they cannot diveft themfelves, and from the Nature of 
God, after which he anfwers the Arguments of his Adver- 
faries. 

In fhort, M. La Faye fhews that Superftition, and much lefs 
Religion, which is malicio: fly confounded with it, are not the 
caufe of the mifchiefs charg’ upon them; that Atheifm ts 
more pernicious to Society than Superftion, and that an Atlicift 
can neither be a good Subjeft, nor a good Countryman. © This 
Queftion has been handled lately bydeveral other Authors; but 
M. La Faye does not think fit to name them. 

11. In the Second Part our Authcr defends Mofes, the F:ws 
and their Religion, againft the falfe Accufations of Mr. To/and. 
And becaufe this Calumniator has fpoke very contemptibly of 
the Learned Mr. Huet, Bilhop of Avranches, and of his De- 
monftration Evangelique ; Our Author defends that Learned Bi- 
fhop with great Zeal and Fervour. This is an honour to the 
Reformation, to put a due efteem on Vertue and Merit where- 
ever they are found. Perhaps there are very few in the Church 
of Rome, who would do the fame towards a Proteftant Mini- 
fter unjuftly attack’d. We don’ blame AI. Faye for this, fays 
M. Bernard. On the contrary we have read this place of his 
Book with much pleafure, which will procure him the elteem 
of all impartial Men. Befides, *tis well Known that a great 
many other Learned Men among the Proteftants, have honour’d 
the Bifhop of Avrazches, and highly efteem’d his Works. 

From the Defence of M. Huet, he comes to that of Aivfcs, 
and fhews thar ‘ris the greatelt abfurdity in the World, to fay 
that this Ancient Leg ‘flutor was a Panthcift, ¢.¢. thac he own’d 
WNWAK 2 nod 
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no God, but Nature, an abfurd Opinion which was revived by 
Spinofa. We need only read the two firft Chapters ot Genefis, 
wherein Mo/es diftinguithes God from the World, and all the 
Creatures that compofe it. 

Atter this 41. La Faye provesthe fruitfulnefS of Fudez, accord- 
ing to what is faid of it in Scripture, to which Mr. Toland does 
not give fo much Credit as to Strabo, who fays that ’tis a barren 
Country, he alfo refutes what M. Toland has advanced from 
Strabo, viz. That the I/rae.ites were Originally Egyptians, and 
proves that they really defcended trom Abraham, Facob, and 
the Twelve Patriarchs; and that Mofes their Legiflator was 
not an Egyptian Prieft and Legiflator, as Mr.. Toland alledges 
upon very weak Foundations. 

To conclude, our Author defends ina few words. the Mo. 
faick Religion, againft the attacks of his Adverfary. 

Ir feems*he had no defign to make a great.Book, tho’ it had 
been eafie for him to enlarge upon the things:he has handled. 
But fince his Adverfary. has advanc’d his Paradoxes, without 


any folid. proof, our Author thought it not neceflary to refute 
him more at large. 
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Hiftoire de L’ Academie Royole des Sciences. Annee 1708. Avec 
les Memoires de Mathematique & de Phyfique pour la meme 
annee, Tirez des Regiftres de cette Academie. i.e. The 
Hiftory of the Royal Academy of Sciences for 1708. With 
Mathematical and Payfical Memoirs for the fame Year. 
Extracted from the Regifters of that Academy. At Paris, 
1709, in 4to. p. 154. tor the Hiftory. p. 472. for the Me 


mois ; with 17 Cuts. 


E. have formerly given an account of part of this Work, 
and come now to Chymiltry, which contains 7 Articles 
two cf them, by M. Lemery, viz. one pon Wax, and the other: 


upon Munna; and one by M. Bouldse on Aloes. The fourth is 
extracted from the Memoirs of feveral Fellows of the Academy, 


and. chicHy from thols by M. Chomel, which contain Obferva- 
tions. on feveral Mineral Waters of ¥rance.. The fifth is upon 
the nature of Iron, by M. Lemery the Son. The fixth by M. 
Geoffrey, 13 “pon the Analyfis of Coral, and fome other Stony- 


plants, by Count Murfiglt. The laft is an Explanation of the 
Nature of Acids and Alcatis, by M. Homberg. The 4. firftt Ar - 


ticles, which treat of Chymittry are in the Hiftorical part, 
the 2 laft are inthe Memoirs, the fifth is in the Hiftory and 


the Memoirs too. 
1, If we judge of the nature of Wax by its Solidity, we 


fhould never fuppofe it to be without fome mixture of Ter- 
reftrial matter, and far lefS that the more Liquor is extra€ted 
from it by Fire, that what remains becomes the more liquid, 


and that the Combultible part of fo Combultible a Mixture 
fhould not make above the fourth part of it. Yet this is what the 
Chymical Analyfis of it fhews us. It refolves Wax into a Spirit 
‘or Phlegm, charg’d with fome Acids, and into an Oil; which 
as foon as the Spirit is feparated from it, becomes more clear and 
fluid ; but from 8 Ounces of Wax only one Ounce and 6 Drains 
of this Oil can be extrafted. Sothat we may fay with the 
Hiftorian, that when the Wax is confumed, there’s pothing al- 


moft but the Warer that burns. | 
. 2. 3% 
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2. It appears from M = Lemery’s Experiments on Manna, 
that a Liquor which taftes like Wine, or a kind of Mead is ex. 
tracted from it, which by DifttHation produces a thot Spiric, 
Coinbuftible, like the Spirit of Wine and Sudorifick, that 
the remainder of this Diftillation being kept a Year and an 
half in a hot place, turns fower, and leaves at the bottom ot 
the Veff:l an Eflzntial, white, shard, brittle Salt, form’d like 
Needles, of an Acid tafte inclining tofweet, and Purging gently. 
That from this remainder by a fecond Diftillation ts extraétea 
a reddifh, brown Spirit which {mells of Fire, has a fharp tate, 
is mix’d with fome drops of black Oil; and leaves in the Re- 
tort a light infipid Coal, that bubbles up in Water like Lime, 
and in which there’s found fome Iron, 

3. M. Boulduc’s Examination of Aloes is one of the. Pieces 
that is to make up his Treatife of Purgatives, He has only 
imploy’d on this Purgative the Analyfis ot Extrachon, by which 
he has difcovered, that of the 2 kinds of Aloes made uf of in 
Phyfick, that call’d Succotrin, contains*almott one half lef§ 
of Rofin or Sulphuroys Matter, and about 2 third part more of 
Salin Matter, than the Hepatick Aloes. Hence it comes that 
this being moze Rofinous, and confequently more Ballamick, 
is prefir.ble to the other for external ufe, # ¢. for wounds, 
whereas the fi:{t kind being more Saline is better for Purging, 
But as the Salts of it are very a€tive, and capabe to co:rode 
the extremeties of the Veins, and to occafion Bloody-tuxes, 
M. Bouldac thinks, that inftead of {tripping the Alocs of what 
Rofin it has, as has been commonly done hitherto in moft 
of the Preparations of this Purgative; we ought rather to en- 
deavour to unite together the Salt and Rofinous part, by means 
_ of an Alcalin, fuch as Salt of Tartar. Upon which M. de 
Fontenelle jultly obferves, If we afift Naturc, in Difeafes 
by Remedies, we muft clfo affift it in the Remedies themfelves. 

4. The Analyfis of the Mineral Waters of France tranfport- 
ed to Paris, is one of the firft Subje&ts the Academy propofed ; 
and Al. dz Clos, who had the principal dire€tion in it, pub- 
lifhed a Treatife on that Subject, Printed at the Louvre in 1675. 
Since which time feveral of the Society have had the or- 
portunity of examining thofe Warers in the Places, and at 
the Fountains themfelves. AI. Dodart, and M. Morin went to 
Forges, in 1696. to Study thofe Waters. They difcover’d by a 
Gall that did not blacken thofe Waters till or ha an 

ous, 
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Hour,that they afe impregnated wich a Vitriolous or Ferrugineous 


Spirit, which feparates from it 4 or 5 Days, and that they have — 


no Vitriol, becaufe the Gatl did not blacken them immediately. 
Without infifting on the Virtucs of thefe Waters, wh'ch ’tis 
eafie to infer from what iias been faid concerning their na-uze ; 
we fhall only obferve, that A. Dodzrt, who tock them and 
found mach good by them, flept without harm every Day after 
Dinner, mnotwithftanding the frightful Tradition {pread in rhat 
Country of People that had dicd by fleepi-g. He mutt, flys 
M. de Fontenelle, bean able Phyficiun, and very csuragious 
that wou'd venture to flzep in thofz Circum‘tances; and per- 
haps few will have fo much Courage as to do fo after him. 

M. Chomel, travelling through Agvergae, and the Bozrbonnois, 
to gather Phyfical Herbs, applied himfelf to try the Mineral- 
Waters in thofe two Provinces, by all the Ways that Chy- 
miftry could do it. By which it appears, that they agree for 
moft part with the Difcoveries made by AI. dz Clos, of the 
nature of thofe Waters; and confirm what MM. Ge ffroy, and 
M. Burlet inform’d us of, concerning the Waters ot Bourbon 
and Vichy, in the Hiftory of 1702, and in the Memoirs of 
1707. 

- The Debate that hapsed . between M. Geoffroy, and M. 
Lemery, the Son, concerning the Artificial produ€tion of Iron, 
made the Subj-@ of feveral Pieces, that both of ’em formerly 
publifhed. Thatwhich mikes the 5th Article hereis, M. Leme- 
ry, the Sons Anfwer to M. Geoffroy’s Objeftions, who maintains, 
that.fince much more fron is extracted from Potters Earth, after 
*tis mix’d with Linfeed Oy], it would follow from thence that 
the faid mixture mult produce Iron. M. Lemery deny’s the Con- 
fequence, and pretends, that Linfted Oyl only difcovers and: 
difentangles the Particles of lron, that are hid in the Potters 
Clay, and makesthem capable of the Impreffion of the Load- 
ftone, which he endeavours to prove by feveral Kxperiments. An 
Acid pour’d on fileings of iron, takes away its property of being 
drawn by the Loadftone; but if we add Linfeed Oyl to it, a 
{mall Fire fuftices to reftore it this Property: Oxherwife we 
muft have one of the horteft Furnaces to-do it, 

Linfeed Oyl then is capable to difcover the Particles of Iron, 
by difengiging them from what hinders them to fhew them- 
felves, without furnifhing Iron of its felf'; as he has {hewn elfe- 
where. But further, 41, Lewery has fome Iron Mineral which 
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produces a great deal of thac Metal when melced, tho’ whee 
try’d by the Loadftone, it appears to have leis lron than other 
Mines, which are really very poor. Therefore we are not to 
doubr that Iron, tho’ contain’d in great quantities in a matter, 
may be fo invelv’d in it, that’s impceTible to difcover it there 
without the help of Operations, 1. Lemery makes ufe of the 
{ame proofs again{t the mixture of the Oyl of Vitriol, and the 
Oy! of Turpentine, from which 44, Geoffrey had alfo extract- 
ed Iron. Therefore fince Iron does not always appear where 
tis, that the Earth is full of it, and that it afcends very eafily 
into the Plants, as M. Lemery has fhew’d;.we have reafon to 
fuppofe that the Iron extra&ted from any matter whatever was 
actually contain’d init, and that Chymical Operations are fo 
far from producing it, that they only difcover and difengage 
it... 

M. Geoffrry had obje€ted, that if it were true, that Iron 
afcends in the form of Vitriol into Plants, it would be difco- 
verd by the tafte and fight in the Juice and Oils extracted 
from thofe Plants; fince a Grain of Vitriol, which contains 
{carce the 4th part of lron, being diffolv’d in 12 Pints of 
Water, 7. ¢, a Particle of Iron mix’d with 884736 Pa:ticles of 
Water, which are equal to ir, communicates to it a light {a- 
vour, and a weak red Tinétare, when “tis mix’d with the folu- 
tion of a Gall. M. Lemery anfwers, that if the Iron and Vitriol 
be not always perceiv’d in the Juices of Plants, ’tis becaufe they 
are involv’d in a great many other Salin, Terreftrial and Oily 

' Particles; which is fo true, that the Gall has no etteét on the 
Solution of Vitriol, when one pours on this Solution, either 
Agua Fortis, the Spirtt of Salt, or the Spirit of Vitriol. He 
oblerves that Iron extra&ted from Plants or Vitriol, is always 

—lefs malleable than other Iron, becaufe ’tis depriv’d of part of 

its Sulphur; but it does not follow from thence that it ceafes 

_to be fron, or that it is reproduced when made more malle- 
able by the addition of Sulphur. No more are we to imagin 
that we make Iron,when by delivering it trom the Hetorogencous 
Particles that {top the Pores of it, the property of its being at- 
tra&ted by the Loadftone, is reftor’d to it. Therefore, adds M. 

de konienelle, the Iron that we fancy our felves to have pro- 
duced on fome occafions, is only Iron that was under a {mall 
dijguife, which we make to re-appear, and that we are not come 

_ fo tar as to conceive any well grounded hopes of the Artificial 

_ produ€ttion of Metals, - : 6. The 
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6. The Analy fis of Coral, and fome other Marine and Stoney 
Plants, by Count Marfig/i, mention’d in the Memoirs of M. 
Geoffroy, was promifed from the Year 1707, in two Letters, 
Writ by that Court to the Abbot Bigren, ard Printed in the 
Supplement to the Journal of that Year, for February and 
May. 

Th: Stoney Plants that were diffolv’d, and whofe names we 
fha!l not repeat, were Nine ia number, befides the Red Coral 
and i:s Bark. They produc’d Phlegm, an Uiaous Volatile Spi- 
rit which fmell’d of the Sea, a red or black Oy! thick and 
ftinking. anda Ltrle fix’d Lixivial Salt. The difference of the 
Analyfis confifis cnly in the greater or Iefler quantity of thele 
fubitances; The Analyiis of Shopp. Coral, by M. Geoff, 
compai’d with that of the Counr, agree in every thing but in 
the fix’d Salt. M. Geoffrey concludes from thefe Avulyfes, 
that the Coral containieg a Volatile and Oily Salt, oughr not 
to be confider'd in Phyfick as a Simple Abforbent; and thar 
according to the time from its having been fifh’d to the time of 
its being mide ufe of, it may have different Properties. 

7. The Piece by M. Homberg, onthe Nature of Acids and 
Alcalin, is a Supplement to the Article of Principle Salt, Print- 
ed in the Memoirs of 1702. The Author begins with defiuing 
the Terms. He calls Maniteft Acid all that impreffes a (harp 
tatte on the Torgue; and manifeft Alcali, all that receives the 
Acids with Ebullition and Effervefcence, and is Criftalized afrer- 
wards into a Salin Subftance. He prerends that the principic 
Salt, which according to him is a pure Acid, that accor 
panies always fome Sulphureous matter, never becomes feshdic, 
till after it be ingaged, either naturally in fome Earthy mores 
vith which it forms a Criftaliz’d Salt, fuch as Niere, Vitrio!, 
€%c. or Artificially in a watery Matter, in which cafe it appeu:s 
in the form of an Acid Soirit. Thus all the Salts that we know 
are prcduccd; fo that Feflile Salts, and thofe extra€ted from 
Plants and Animals, differ only as there’s a greater or leffir 
Union betwixt the Acids end other Principles, and in the 
various proportion of their mixtures. Alcalin Salts, whethe: 
fix'd or Volatile, in M. Homberg’s SyRem, are only Acids, c!- 
ther firmly inclofed in fome of the Pores of the Earthy part, 
which remains after the Calcination of Plants, or very much 
mix’d with the ftinking Oy], which is raifed by the Diltiliatior, 
either of Plants or Animals, | 
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The fix’d Alcalin Salts are very Spungy, becaufe the violence 
of the Fire chafes from their Pores the greateft part of the A. 
cids which fill’d them, and leaves only fo much as to make the 
tubfarce Earthy, with which thefe Alcalin Salts abound, ca- 
pible ro be difflved in Water, but not to be Chriftalized. From. 
this multitude of Pores to be fill’d inthe fix’d Alcalin Salts, 
proceeds their property of {wallowing up any Acid that comes 
in ics way; and to form with it a Salt of fuch a nature as will 
Chriftalize. That fame property which is obferv’d in Volatile. 
Alealis is chictly owing to the Oily parts that accompany 
them; all the diftill’d Oils eafily charging themfelves with Acids, 
fo that we may readily conceive wherein this Abforbent vertue 
in Alcalin matters confifts; as Lime, Crabs-fyes, Pearls, Co- 
ral, 7c. 

Nothing more remains but to give an. account why all thefe 
different Alcali, when Join’d to Acids, bubble up, and. grow. 

hot; and why an Alcali already fill’d with one fort of Acid,. 
is fill able to fwallow up fome fmall quantity of another 
kind. M. Homberg explains the heat or Herveltence obferv'd 
on this occafion, by the a€tion of the matter.of Light which 
puthes with rapidity the Acid Particles into the Pores of the 
Alcalin Particles, and by their rubbing againft one another. 
He afcribes the bubbling up, to the Little Globes of Air which 
poffefs’d the Pores of the Alcali, and are driven from thence 
by the Acid Points introducd into their place. As to new 
Acids which infinuate themfelves into certain Alcali’s already: 
full of Acids of another kind; he thinks that the weight and 
folidity of thofe that prefent themfelves a new, makes them. 
capable to penetrate and go thro” the firft, whofe lefs com- 
pact Texture makes ’em capable of compreffion. 

To the feveral Obfervations of Chimiftry, that are reduced to: 
three, and upon which we cannot infift. Botanick’s fucceed 
containing 3 Artices, the firft is by M..de /e Hire, on the per- 
pendicularity of the Stalks of Plants, with refpett to the Ho- 
rifon, the fecond by M. Rexeaume, on the Way how to pre- 
ferve Corn, and the third by M. €scoffrcy the younger, on the 
Noftock. The 2 lait Articles. were refer’d to the Memoirs. 

1. The perpendicular fituation with refpe& to the Horizon that. 
the Stalks of Plants feem to affe&t, is a Phenomenon that the 
hateM. Dodart confider’d, and upon which that Learned Accade- 
mie publifhed his Obfervations in the Hiftory of 1700, and: 
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1702. M.dela Hire imparts his now, which ae would not 
then publifh out of refpeét to his eminent Brother. He fuppo- 
fes that the Root of Plants is nourifhed by a more groffe and 
heavy Juice, and the Stalk on the contrary, by a more thin and 
light Juice, and confequently, the Pores of tne Root are gres- 
ter than thofe of the Stalk; even inthe lirtle invifible Plant 
which contains the Grain. rom this Principle ’tis eafie tocon- 
ceive,that the young Plant,tho’ overwhelm’d in the Earth, grows 
{traight again of it felf, becaufe the heavier and weightier juices 
infinuating themfelves into the Root, and making it grow, wiil 
make it more heavy and fink it infenfibly in the Earth, while 
the moft Volatil Sap fhooting into the Stalk, raifes it by de- 

rees, till ic become perpendicular to the Horizon. M. de /: 

wre fancies the Point of divifion between the Root and the 
Stalk of the young Plant, to refemble the fix’d poiar of a Le- 
ver, whofe Root and Sralk are 2 Arms; fo thit the Root in- 
creafing firft, and by confequence becoming the longeft Arm of 
the Lever, muft as it falls, raife the Stalk which retembles the 
fhorteft Arm. 

2. Corn keep almoft 130 Years inthe Ci:tadel of Merz, 
and at the end of foconfiderablea Time found fitto make 
Bread, gave occafion to M. Reneaume, who faw fome of it, to 
communicate to the Academy his Obfervations on the Way of 
preferving Corn, and on this Head enters into many particular 
Circumftances, which are fo much the more important, that 
befides its being generally unknown to the Learned, it relates to 
one of thofe practical Truths, the Confideration of which isof- 
ten facrificed to more Shineing, tho’ lefs Ufeful, Difcovery’s. 
M. Rearzeme enlarges his Obfervations on the Circumftances 
that favour the reaping of Corn, on the Situation, and building 
of Granary’s to keep it; on the different ways of laying up 
Corn in thofe Granaries, and of removing it from thence; in 
fhort, nothing efcapes him on this Subje&t. The greateft dan- 
gar is, the moifture of the Ground where it grows, and of the 
Time when tis reaped, lay’d up or remov'd. 

_ M. Reneaume fhews, that the long keeping of Corn ar 
Merz, is owing tothe advantagious Situation of the Migazine, 
the goodnefs of theGround which produc’d it, and the Care 
taken in laying itup. Tiis Corn is laid upina heap of Ten 
Fathoms long, about Five or Six broad, and about Two Foot 


high. This heap is cover’d with a Cruft, form’d of Duft, and 
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the outer Grains join’d together by the moiltnefsS of the Ait, 
which is fo hard that one may walk upon it witRout making 

it give way. There are other methods of laying up Corn for 

keeping, which our Author mentions, vrs. to lay it up in Quar- 

ries of (aravel, in Stone Vaults, or in boarded Ditches, coverd 

with Straw and Earth, or elfe to pur it in Granaries, and to 

procure it an Artificial Cruft, by iprinkling ic with unflack’d- 

Lime Three Inches deep, and Watering it with a Watering Por, 
Yhis lait way feems preferable to the reft, becaufe it preferves 

the Gorn from all forts of Infe€ts, which the natural Cruft 

does not; befides thar it does not oblige one when the Heap is, 
cut, to confume the Corn quickly, or to cover it over aftreth, 

icftic fhouid fpoil, as we are oblig’d to do with thaz 

which is buried in the Ground., We pafs over for brevities fake, 

what Mf. Reneaume fays, on the Vegetation. of Corn, on the 

Principles of that Vegeration, and on the Virtue of the Germ 

wh cb is prefervd inthe Seed, not only for Ten Years, as M. 

Morifon affunes us, but for-feveral Ages, according to our Au- 

thor, provided ic be well kepr from moifture and the Air. 

3. We find often in Meadows, and Sandy Grounds, afcer the 
Rains of the Spring and Summer, a kind of Jelly, fometimes 
clear, fometimes greenifh, which quakes when’tis trefh, and 
drivs very {pzedily in the Sun, leaving only fome Skins of a 
brown colour, the Chymilts call it Noftoch, cali folium, or cals 
Jlos, but M. Magao/, in his Botanicum Monfpelienfe, calls it 
more jultly Als/cus fugax  membranaceus pinguis. Tis really 
a Planc faftned to the Earth by one or more very flénder Roots, 
and whofe Embryo, which at firft is but a little Mufhroom, of 
a green brown, flibov, and garnifh’d with fmall unequal {treaks, 
takes afterwards a colour not fo deep, and fpreads out like a 
skin upon the Earth,where ic fometimes leaves the Impreffion of 
its figure; Al. Geoffroy the Younger, who carefully obferv’d the 
feveral growths of this Mofs, has made an exaét Analyfis of it, 
wherein he agrees for molt part wich AL. dz Clos, and M. Bour- 
delin, who had. alfo examin’d this Plant. Among the virtues 
afcribed to ir, that of eafing Pains is nor the leaft, if it were 
well proved, But AL, Geoffroy gives an.account of its different 
vertues on the Credit of others. 

An Obfervation by Al. de /a Hire, on Mfanaa that falls in the 
Spring from the Leaves of Lemon and Ovange Trees, like very 
tne -Dew ; fome defcriprions of Plants by AL Alarchand, = 
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the Abftraét of a Book by Foba Schetchzer, fent to the Acad:- 
my; intitled, Agroffegrapiie, Lielvetue Prodromus, i.e. An 
Eff of the Hiffory of different forts of Grafs, or Dogs-grafs, 
which grows in Swifferland, are Loree imall articles whica con- 
clude the Bowanicks. 3 

Atter them come the abftracted Sciences, 4. ¢. Several pares 
of the Mathemaricks, on which we cannet eslaree. Arith- 
metick and Algebra take up but one Article cach. Taat ot A- 
rithmetick relaces to thof2 called Migica! Squares; ant that 
of Algebra, isa Picce by M Roé/e, on the Conitruction of E- 
quaiities. 

To make a Determin’d Equation of any Degree, the Rule 
invented by Des Cartes, has hitherto been follow’d, which con- 
fifts in taking two indetermined Eqnations: of a lower degres, 
each of which exprefS a Place, and of which the one is con- 
cluded from the other, fuppofed to be given or chofen at 
Pleafure; then to trace thefe two places, which by their Imies- 
feEtions devermine the Points, from whence we mult draw upon 
a common Axis. Applicates, which will reprefent the Roots of 
the determin’d Equation. Bur Al. Rof/e fhews by a great many 
inftanccs, that this Rule fo certaia in appearance, is fubject to 
many inconveniences. It may happen that the two Places have 
more or lefs Interfettions than the Equation to be made, con- 
tains real Roots, that they don’e Interf2ét one another ta 
any place, tho’ there be veal Roots ; and that on the contrary 
they may interfett one anocher, tho’ all the Roots be Imugi- 
nary; and char they may Interfeét one another and give Applir 
cats which are not the Koors of the Equation, Bar furthes, 
fays M. Rolle, ’tis very poflinle that onz of the two places 
may be purely imeginary, or if ie bs real, my exprefs no Lins. 
Whatever advantages ie may te to thole who are p:c-pofletS'G 
in favour of Mes Curtes’s Rule, to. be usdeceived if it be ialfe, 
our Academick dozs fomething more tor them, finc2 he only 
undeceives them for the prefervation of thar Rule, and to re- 
{tri€t ic to irs true bounds, To reap all the profit that may 
be expefted from it, the place we take firft maft be fo fur 
irom being iatirely Arbitrary, that it mutt be taken wich cer- 
tain Conditions, and we ought to know how to find whether 4 
place thar was always looked upon as real b2 not imaginary, 
and in cafe it b2 real, whether.in exprefies any Line. 
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lly Geometry prefents us here with Five Articles. The 1ft on 

"ne - Conchoides in general, and the laft which contains a method to 

ms defcribe the great Arches of Conical Se€tions, are both by AI. 

NG de la Hire, 24 The Re€tification of Rowlets whofe Genera- 

: | trix is a Circle, and the Bafis any other Circle whatever, is by 

M. Necole, and an Appendix to his general Theory on the 

- Roulets, mention’d in the Hiftory of 1707. The 3d un the 

Curves ad infinitum, producd by the movement of a ftraight 
Line, which paflés always by a fix’d point, and runs thro’ by 

Ni one of its extremeties any Line whatever, is by M. de Reax- 

His mur The 4th ona new property of the Cycloid, is by M. 

ie Parent. We fhall only infift upon the rft and 4th Articles, 

1. The Conchoid of Nicomedes, is a Curve well known, of 
which M. de /a Hire has endeavoured to make the formation 
more general. With this View retaining only the perpetual 
equality of Lines drawn from the Bafis to the vulgar Con- 
choid, of which he negle€ts all the other conditions, he not 
only takes for Bafis any Curve whatever, but he alfo allows 

. that the Line drawn from the Pole to the Bafis, and thar 

which goes from the Bafis to the Conchoid, need not be 
one and the fame ftraight Line, and that the Pole may be taken 
from the Bafis it felf, when the Bafis is a Curve that.ecurns 
to its felf; asa Circle or Ellipfis. After which he propofes 
general methods to prove the Tangents, Spaces, and Lengths 
of the Conchoides thus formed. 

This new Theory difcovers by what fort of Movement 
an Arch infinitely little of the Conchoide is defcribed. For 
the better underf{tanding of this Ingenious diftovery, the Learn- 
ed Hiftorian explains it in the moft fimple of ail the Con- 
choides, which is that of Nicomedes. We muft conceive that 
an Arch infinitely little of this Conchoides, is defcribed by 
the double Movement of a Meafure; which paflts from one 
point of the Bafis to another infinitely near, and becomes 
-at the fame time more inclined upon this Bafis, fo that this 
Conchoidal-Arch, infinitely little is the Subtendant of an An- 
gle formd by a Line infinitely little, drawn from the- fu- 
periour extremity of the Meafure Parallel to rhe Bafis, and , 
~ by a Circular Arch infinicely little, which has for its Center 
the point of the Bafis, upon which the Meafure is advan- 
ced, and for a Radius the fame Meafure, fuppofing the Bafis 
divided into Parts infinitely little all equal ; it appears a 
1ttle 
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little Cenchoidal Arch varies continually, becawfe of the two. 
Elements of which ’tis form-d, the ttraight Element Parallel to. 


the Bafis, being always equal, the Circular one which anfwers 
toan Angle that grows more and more acute, continually 


decreafes trom the Orign of the Curve to its extremity in-. 


finitely remov’d where it becomes none; 4 ¢. an infinite little 


of the fecond forr. A 2d Reafon of the continual decreafe of 


the Conchoidal Arch, is that of the Angle of the two Elements, 
of which ’tis the Subdtendant, and which being 180 degrees 
from the Origin of the Curve, is no more than 90 from its 
Extremity. Thus we fee the Conchoid, at its extremity is con- 
founded with its Bafis, which becomes its Tangent, and by 
confequence, growing Convex on the fide of the Bafis ; whereas 
’twas Concave at its Origin, it ought have a point of Intlexion 
or bending. 

The Theory of Nicomedes’s Conchoid well underftood, gives 
a great light into other Conchoids ;, for inftance, into that whofe 
Bafis fhou’d be a Parabola, and the Pole the Focus of this Para- 
bola,. or into that whofe Bafis fhou’d be a Circle, and the Pole 
the Extremity of one of its Diameters. Al. de /a Hire obferves, 
that thefe Conchoides have not all the points of InfleEtion, as 
that of Nicomedes, and that this point, in thofe which have 
one being found by the general methods is of ufe always to 
find the length of the Meafure employ’d in forming the Con- 
choid. He obferves further that the leffzr the Meafure of one 
Conchoid of Nicomedes is, the more the Conchoid becomes Con- 
vex near its Origin, and that the Rule and Meafure being 
dire€tly laid down, and the Bafis being Geometrical, the 
Conchoids are always fo. 

‘2, The Cycloid is a Curve, abounding with fingular Proper- 
ties, of which number is that whofe di:covery we owe to MM, 
Parent, viz. That a Body which defcribes or follows a Cysloid by 
falling freely, and of its own motion prefjes it always equally in 
each of its points. One would at firit imagine, that this Pro- 
blem differs nothing from another, refolved by the late Marquis 
de ? Hopital, which is, to find ina Vetical plan, a Curve Lire 
fo asa Body which defcribes i defcending freely, and by. us 
own weight, preffes it always in each af its points, wii!) te 
face equal to its abfolute weight, But the Sagacity of 441. 
Saurin does not faffer us to be liable to a miftake in this point , 
for how nice foever the difference is between thefe two 
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plems, he has clear’d it and {hew’d the difference very diftinGly, 
tr obferves thac co prefs a Body equally, and to. prefs it with 
an equal force are two very different things, To prefs a Body 
equally, is a€tually to make an equal impicflion upon it. To 
prefs a Body with an equal force, is to preferve always the 
{ame force in prefling it. The force by waich an heavy Body 
prefles a concave Curve which it runs through, refults both 
trom the abfolute weight of the fame body, and from its Ceu- 
trifugal force. The Impreffion which a heavy Body makes on 
the fame Curve as it runs through it, refults both from the 
whole force of that Body, and trom the quicknefS of its mo- 
tion. 

The Bedy which mov’d according to the Curve of JL dé 7’ 
Hopital, prefies it-in all its points with an equal force, of 
which 1s ail one, preferves the fame force in running thro’ it, 
i.e. the fum of its Relative weight, and its Centrifugal force, 
is always the fame, tho’ both vary at eich point. Yet the 
quicknefs of the Body moved growing always more and more, 
the impreffion made on the Curve diminifhes inceffuntly, be- 
caufe a Body in motion preffes a Plan fo much the leis the 
quicker it moves. Thecontrary hippensin iV. Parent’s Curve, 
which is the Cycloid. Tho’ the .quicknefs of the Body which 
runs thro’ it grows-continually, the impreffion it makes upon 
“it is always the fame, becau‘e the fum ot its weight and Cen- 
trifugal force increates according to its quicknefs; fo that the 
torce of the impreflion regains on one fide what it loft on .the 
- Other. 

The impreflion made on the extremity of the Cycloid by 
‘the Body that runs thro’ it, is a finifh’d Impreffion, and by 
confequence before it be equal throughour,- mult neceflarily be 
finifh’d at the Origine of tue Cycloid. Neverthelefs the Cen- 
trifugal force and a€tion of the weight, being iatinitely little 
at this Origine, what appearance is there that a fosce infinite- 
‘ly little can make a finifh’d Impreffion? This Paradox is refolv’d 
by fhewing, that if a force finifh'd with infinite quicknefs, 
makes only an impreffion infinitely little upon a Plan, as we 
cannot doubt it does, a force infinitely little, with a quicknefs 
infinitely little, will make a Gnifh’d impreflion. By applying 
to a Circle, the Principles which determine the imprcilions 
made on the Cycloid, 1. Saurin has demonttrated, thar if the 


impreffion made on this Curve be every where the fame, i¢ mult 
always encreafe in the Circle. An 
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‘An Hiftorical and Critical Dictionary, By Monfieur Bayle. Tranflated in- 
to Englith, with many Addjtions and CorreRions, made by the Author 
himfélf, that shere are not in the French Editions. London, Printed 
for C. Harper, D. Brown, J- Tonfon, A. and). Churchill, T. Horn, 
T. Goodwin, R.Knaplock, J. Taylor, A. Bell, B. "Tooke, D. 
, Midwinter, B. Lintott, and W. Lewis, Foljo, 1710. 


Aving taken fome Short notice of this Work before in our lat 
Monthly Account, we had not room in any Mealure to inlarge 

upon it; any farther than by hinting at the General Defign of the 
Preface to. the firlt French Edition, by taking notice of the Advertife- 
‘ment concerning the fecond Edition in that Language; and by ac- 
quainting the Reader that previoully tothe Work itfelf, Mr. Bayle 
prefents us with feveral Differtations upon particular Subjects: We 
fhall be more particular upon thefe Matters here, and perhaps prefent 
the Reader wich Mr. Bayle’s Account of fome of thofe Illuftrious Men 
‘whom he has thought worthy of a place in thefe Volumes, from 
whence he may be enabled to form a Judgment in fome meafure of 
the whole, and be made fenfible of the great ufefulnefs of a Delign 


of this Nature. 


In his Advertifement concerning the fecond French Edition, Mr. 
Bale obferves, that tho it is not twice as large as the firit, yet ic 
-does not want much of it and thar if it be not exempt from the 
Faults of the Firft as much as ic fhould be, it is however lefs Faulty : 
As he was Revifing the firft Edition, he tells us, he found many 
‘Mifttakes which proceeded from the Negligence of the Printers, 
which are now Rectified; asalfo many others, molt of which were 
occafioned by the Authors he Quotes whom he could not rectify, 
becaufe he had not by him the Books neceflary for it : After all, he 
“isnot without great fears that there are more Faults remaining than 
he has remow’d, it being the fate of Dittionaries to arrive {lowly and 
as i LEZ by 
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by degrees at perfection, and abundance of Things being wanting tc. 
them when they come out firft of all, which Time gives them by de. 
grees. But be thefe Matters as they will, Mr. Bayle has been fo dif 
{atished with his firft Edition, in bringing it to the Teft of- Examis. 
nation, that he difowns it, and will be anfwerable only for the Things. 
he has caus’'d to be Re-printed out of it: And he expects from the 
Equity of his Readers, that if they will reprove him, they take care 
to obferve whether the Paflage, they think Faulty be found-in the 


Second Edition. 


As to the Additions in the fecond Edition, Mr. Bayle fayslitle a. 
bout them, being unwilling to prepoflefs any body in favour of ’em: 
On the contrary he leaves every one to judge of ’em according to his 
own Underftanding. Remarking at the fame time, that the trouble 
they gave bia has not permitted him to Correct the Articles of the frit 
Edition, with all the Severity and Diligence b< dehign d: Ie being very 
difficult for an Author whilft the Prefs goes on without any Interrupti- 
on, todo thefe three Things; to Revife two large Volumes jn Folic, 
to enlarge ’em above one-third pare, and to Correct the Proofs, 


Mr. Bayle has nt ching to fay to thofe who complain that his Werk 
does not afford them a tufficient Number of things that fuit wich their 
Talte: This he obferves is the unavoidable Fault of Mifcellaneous 
Writings ; each Reader finding in them.too much. of one Thing and 
too little of another, according as his Genius lies, or-his. Studies have 
been directed. And whereas upon thefe Scores, thofe who love Gee 
nealogies don’t find enough.of them, thofe who dont Jove them think 
there are too many; thofe who delight in Philofsphicai Reafoninge 
would have more of ’em, and thofe who dont like ’em would not 
have fo many: Some with our Author had not given the Articles of fo 
many Minifters, others wonder he has omitted fo many: Mr Bayle . 
defires ‘em all to call to mind this Saying of Pliny ; —-—— Les us forgive 
others thcir Inclinations, shat they may forgive ours, 


The Firft of the Differtations previous to Mr. Bayle’s Work, is that 
concerning the Book of Stephanus Fumus Bruews, printed in the Year 


Ton 


1579, entituled Vindicse contra Tyrannos, &cc. which he afcribes to 
Hubert Langue: , tho? others a(cribe it to Mr. du Pleff3 Mornas, and ic- 


veral others. Our Author js large in fhewing the Mittakes of Lear- 
ned Men aboutthe Author of this Book, and in eflablithing the ~~ 
— Author 
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Author of it ; and then Obferves, that Langues is not the only Perfon who 
difguis'd -himfelf under the Name of ‘fumius Brutus, inafmuch as the 
famous Socinian Crefins did it alfo in a Book concerning Liberty of 
‘Confcience. 


His Second Diflertation is concerning Defamatory Libels, occaGond 
by a Paflage of Tacisus which he has mention’d ‘in the Article Cafins 
Severus, and which informs, us, that duguftus was the firft that procee- 
ded againft thofe Libels by the Law de Majeftate. Mr. Bayles Enquiry 
is what Reafon this Emperor went-upon in involving Defamatory 
Libels under the Crime of High Treafon, when before his time Trea- 
‘cheries which had weaken‘d the Armies,Seditions which had weaken d 
the People, and laftly an ill Adminiftration of Offices which had wea- 
ken’d the Majelty of the Republick, were only comprehended under 
this kind of Crimes. He obferves that three Hiftorians, who fucceffively 
‘take notice of this matter, give an imperfect account of it, Tacitus, 
Suetonius, and Dion; the former of whom barely tells us that the 
‘Crime of writing Defamatory Libels was brought under the Law 
de Majeftate , the Second only fays, that Augustus order'd that thofe who 
Publifh’d fuch Libels under another Name fhould be proceeded againtt , 
‘and the faubftance of what Diow acquaints us with upon this head, is 
this; Firft, that uguffus two Year before-he dy’d, order’d Informatt 
‘ons to be made againit Defamatory Libels, and that the 2diles of Rome, 
and the Governors of other places fhould burn all the Writings of this 
‘Kind-that they fhou’d difcover; And, Secondly, that he Punith’d fome 
Libellers. 


He enquires .after this, whether Libels were comprehended under 
the Crimes of High Treafon, becaufe they are an Ufurpation of the 
Supreme Authority ; obferves that Nere bore Libels fomewhat pati- 
ently ; but that it isneverthelefs very reafonable and neceffary to reftrain 
the Licentioufnefs of Libels : He examines what anfwer is to be made 


to thofe who pretend to Juftify the Writers of Libels; fhews how 
Pope Hadrian the 6th. was diflwaded from overthrowing Pa/quin‘s 
Statue ; takes notice that the Council of Trent afcribes the Power of 


Punifhing the Writers of Libels to the Tribunal of the Church, and 
concludes this Diflertation with an Enquiry, whether it be too Severe a 
Thing to infli& the fame Punifhment upon the Difperfers of the Libels, 


‘as.upon the Authors of them. 
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And here Mr, Bayle fays that he cant conceive that a.Man who ditt 
perfes a Libel is lefs defirous of doing Mifchief than the Author him- 
felf, upon which account he concludes that he deferves the fame Pu- 
nifhment. But what fhall. we fay, proceeds he, of the pleafure that 
is taken in the Reading of a Defamatory Libel ? Is not thisa very Sin- 
ful Thing before God? Our Aathor diftinguifhes upon this Queition, 
and objerves, that either this Pleafure is only an agreeable Senfation that 
we are affected with, when we meet with any Thought that is Ingeni- 
ous and well Exprefs‘d, or that ‘tis a Joy grounded upon the Difho- 
nour of the Perfon Defamed : Mr.. Bayle has nothing to fay to the firft 
Cafe, looking upon it that fome would think his Morality nox fevere 
enough, if he fhould afirm thata Man is not Mafter of thofe agreea- 
ble Senfations, any more than of thofe occafion‘d by Sugar or Honey 
when they touch his Tongue: But as to the fecond Cafe, he allows. 
the pleafure taken in the Difhonour of the Perfon Defamed to be a 
great Sin. The Pleafure in the firlt Cafe is of no continuance, but 
prevents our Reafon and Reflection, and is immediately Succeeded by 
the Grief*of feeing our Neighbour‘s Honour blalted : But if it does 
not ceafe immediately Mr. Bayle looks upon it as a Sign that the Info- 
lence of the Satyrift does nct Difpleafe us, but that we are glad to fee 
him De‘ame his Enemy by all forts of Stories; and that then we de- 
ferve the Punifhment to which the Writer of the Libel is liable. 


Next follows a Differtation upon the Hippomanes; and after that one 
upon the Day; in the latter of thefe Mr. Bayle firft makes fome Re- 
feQions upon the DifinGion of the Natural and Artificial Day, on 
the inequality of Natural Days, &%c. and then takes notice of Bergier'’s 
Book upon the Point of Day, in which the Aughor intended to determine 
a point upon the Earth, in which the Civil Day fhould begin in fuch 
‘a manner, that the fame day (Monday Or Tuefday for inftance) fhou'd 
be carry‘d fucceflively throughout the Worid, and begin again at 
24 Hours end, in a place that fhould immediately touch the point 
given. By this means there would be two places upon the Earth per- 
feCily contiguous, one whereof fhould have the beginning of Monday, 
whilff the other had but the beginning of Sunday; whence it would 
happen that each Day would laft 48 Hours, not with refpect to 4 
~cectain place, but to allthe Earth, &, wae 
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Our Author is large upon this particular, and then proceeds to ob- 
ferve how they who furround the Globe nuiy ect or lofe-a Day, viz. 


they wha take their Tour from the Weft Ealiward, find themfelves . 


older by a Day at their returm than they who ftay’d at home ; the con. 
trary whereof is experienc’d by thofe who Travel round the Globe by 
the Welt: And whereas Puwteanus and fome other Authors have affer- 
ted the contrary to this, our Author fhews their Miltake ; and takes 
occafion to make fome Remarks upon Wendelin, Bembus, Fulius Cafar, 
Scaliger, Pliny, &ce with Relation this Subject- 


The next Diflertation was Printed before fome F flays or Fragments 
of this Work in the Year. 1692: Under the Title of 4 Proje& of a 
Critical DiGtionary, Dedicated to Mr. du Rondell, Profetior of Philolo- 
gyat Magfricht. I can give no Account of this Diflertation in this 
place; but fhall only remark -that in ihe Compofition of the DiStio- 
nary before us, Mr. Bayle has not follow’d all the Ideas of this Project, 
being put upon following another Method upon fome Heads by the 
deference he paid to the Advices of fome intelligent Readers, 


Mr. Bayle concludes thefe Differtations with Explanations of fome 
Things difpersd in this Dictionary ; which he reduces to four general 
Heads: Firft, to the praifes a given thereins to fuch Perfons as deny’d 
the Providence or Exiftence of a God; Secondly, To the Objeétions 
of the Manichees; Thirdly, To the Objections of the Pyrrboniftz; And 
Laftly, To Obfcenities, Under the Firft, He endeavours to fhew, 
that the Refleftions he has made on the good Morals of fome Perfons 
who had no Religion cant by any means be a Prejudice to the Chrifli- 
an Faith; Under the Second he Explains how what he has faid concer- 
niog the Objections of the Mamichees ought to be confider’d ; Under 
the Third he endeavours to fhew that what he has faid of Scepticifin 
in his DiQionary cant prejudice Religion ; and under the lait Head 
concerning Obscenities, he makes it appear that if there are fome Ob- 
{cenities in this Book chey are fuch as cant juftly be Cenfur'd.. Under 
each of thefe Heads Mr. Bayle is very large, prefixing a general and 
preliminary Obfervation, which may ferve as an Apology for all the 
Liberties which he has taken in his Dictionary, and which confequent- 
ly may not improperly, 2s to the Subitance of it, be Tranfcrib d hi- 
hither before we come to fetch any particulars our of the Explinati- 


ons themfelves, - | 5 
ad. 
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in compofing this Work Mr. Bayle tells-us, -he well perceiv’d that 
‘fome Reflections ftole-in which were fomewhat Free, and little agree. 
able to common Judgments ; but he did not forefee that they wou'd 
give any Scandal: He <Imagin’d that the Perfons -whoie Judgment 
ferves fora Model:and Corredtive to that of others, -would take Notice 
of many Things which might-afford himan Apology. wiz: 


1 


He Hep’d in the Fir/ place that the Reader ‘wotld Confider the 
“Nature of this DiGtionary :~which is a -vaft Compilstion, Neceffarily 
Loaded with Infinite Particulars of Criticifms, Difgufting and tring 
to the laft Degree thofe who are not of the Profefiion, whercin je 
was oblig’d amidft his Heaps of matter to fuftain ‘two Charatiers 
that of an Hiftorian, and that of a Commentator. This Work he 
look’d uponit as impoffible to Refcue from the Contempx of a great 
‘many Readers, otherwife than by Introducing fone Unc».amon things 
into it: And thisas an Hiftorian, not only by Recerding for Inftance, 
what Hereticks have done, but alfo by fhewing wherein the Strength 
and Weaknels of their Opinions ‘doth-confift ;, And as a Commentator 
‘by Difcuffing things, and comparing Arguments Pro and Con, with all 
the Impartiality of a:Faithful Relation. | 


U. 


He hop‘d, in the Second place, that Regard would be had to the 
‘manner of his Mentioning fome Opinions ; it being neither in the 
‘Strain of a Dogmatift, nor with the Bigotry of a Profelyte-Maker : 
Thefe he-tells us are ‘Thoughts thrown.at ‘Ranodm, and Accidentally ; 
and which he wou’d have to Pafs for Sports of Wit, and to be Re- 
jected entirely as fball be thaught Convenient ; &e. 


dl. 


He hop’d, Thirdly, the Circumftances wou'd be Obferv’d that 
either make an Error Formidable or not. The Confequences of it, 
our Author Obferves, are to be Apprehended when it is Taught by 
thofe whofe Relation to the People gives them an Opportunity of Au- 
thoriling themfelves, and forming a Party... He Grants that it ought 

to 
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to be follow’d clofe, to be obferved and carefully reftain’d, when a 
Man of Venerable Character, a Partona Profeflor of Divinity fows 
it in his Sermons, in his Lectures, in little Sy ftematical Traéts, or 
by way of Catechifm, and by Em‘flaries that go from Houle to 
Houfe to Recommend the Reading of his Books,.and invite. the 
People to go to the Conventicles, where the Author Explain: his 
Reafons and his Method more Particularly, But if a Lay-Man 
and of no: Character, fuch an one as.Mr. Bayle, isPleas’d to Stile 
himfelf, fhou’d Drop amongft vaft Collections of. Hiftory and 
Learning, fome Error in Religion or Morality, he does not fee any 
reafona Man has tobe concerned at it; inafmuch as it is not: in fuch- 
Works as thefe, that the Reader feeks the Reformation of his Faith:: 
neither does any Man take an Author. for a-Guide in this Matter, 
who fpeaks only.occafionally, and by the bye; and who by his very 
throwing his Sentiments as Pins into a.Meadow, makes it vifible thae 
he cares not to be follow’d. 


The Errors of fuch a Writer are, in our Authors Opinion; of no 
Confequence, nor deferve that the World -fhou'd be difturb’d about 


’en: And thus it was that the Faculty of Divinity in Franee dealt with - 


Michael de Moneagne’s Book: ‘I'hey left untouch’d all this -Author’s 
Maxims, who without following any Syitem, Method or Order, 
heap’d together and fpun out whatever his:Memory prefented to him: 
But when Peter Charron a Prieft and a Theologue, came to vent fame 
of Montagne's Sentiments Methodically, in a Syitematical Treatife of 


Morality, the Divines were-no longer filent. 
IV, . 


Mr. Bayle hopes Fourth’y, Which was the miin Foundation of his 
Gonfidence, that thefe two Points would eafily be diftinguifhd: 1. 
That he never advances any Doctrine as his own Opinion, which ts re- 
pugnant to the Articles of the Confeffion of Faith of the Reformed 
Church, in which he.was born, and which he makes profeffion of. 2. 
That when he relates as. an Hiftorian what may be Objected and reply'd 
to the Orthodox,. and when he. confefles that by Natural Light we 
cant folve all.the Difficulties of the Unbelievers,-he always makes a 
Digreffion to draw from thence a confequence in favour of the Princi- 
ple which the Reformed conftantly oppofe to the Socsnsans ; that our 
Reafon, being fo weak as it is, ought not to be the Rule, or Meafure 


of . our Faithe. T haf 
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_ Thefe are the general Reafons alledg’d by Mr. Bayle for what may 
found the harfheft in Chriflian Ears to be met with in his Diftionary - 
which yet he is fenfible had not weight enough with the World to 
fereen him from the fevereft Cenfure, which makes him run out to % 
great a length in the fubfequent Explanations. It is not my bufinefs tc 
examine the weight of thefe Reafons in this place, every one may eafily 
Judge whether they wiil Vindicate the Publication of Doéttrines, how- 
ever prejudicial to Chriftianity, to the World. | 


In his Fir? Explanation Mr. Bayle offers feveral ‘Confiderations, in 
Order to remove the Offence Generally taken at his faying, That there 
have been Arheifts and Epicureans who have outdone molt Idolaters in 
Good Morals: His Propofition in the book upon the Comer is deliver'd 
in more General Terms ; viz: Vhat Superftition is lefs tolerable in, or 
more Pernicious to a’;Commonwealth, than downrighr Asheifm, but 
in the end of this Explanation he fhews, that he means the fame thing 
in both places. 1 fhall therefore Prefent the Reader with the Principa! 
Reafons which our Author Offers for thefe Affertions, which will not 
only be of ufe to him who perufes the DiGionary before us, bur to 
every one who Meets with the Reflections upon the Comet Of 1680. 
Mr. Bayle’s Obfervations which he Offers in Juttitication -of himfelte are 
.as follows, viz: 


1. 





Firft, he Obferves that the Fear and Love God are not the only 
Springs of Human Adtions ; but that there are other Principles that 
Actuate a Man; the Love of Praife, the fear of Difgrace, the Natu- 
tal Temper, Punifhments and Rewards in the Magiltrate’s Hand 
having a mighty Influence upon the Heart. He that doubts of this 
Mr, Bay/g tells us, muft be Ignorant of what pafles within his own 
Breaft, and what the common Courfé of the World may give him an 
ocular Demontlration of every moment.' Our Author looks upon 
at as utterly improbable, that any one fhould be ftupid enongh to be 
Ignorant of fucha Truth: What therefore he aflerts concerning thefe 
other Springs of Human A@tions, he looks upon as what may Jully 
‘be placed in the Number of common Notions, = 
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He obferves Secondly, That the Fear and Love of God are not al- 
‘ways a more active Principle than the reft 5 the Love of Glory, the 
fear of Infamy, Death or Torments, the hopes of preferment, &c. 
ating with greater force upon fome Men than the defire of pleafing 
God, and the fear of breaking his Commandments, If any one 
doubts of this, in Mr. Bayle’s Opinion, he is ignorant of fome of his 
own Actions, and Knows nothing of what is daily doing under the 
Sun: The World abounding with People who choofe rather to com- 
mit a Sin thanto difpleafe a Prince who can make or ruin their For- 
tunes: Men daily fubfcribing Formularies of Faith againft their Con- 
fciences, either to fave their Eftates, or to avoid Imprifonment, Exile, 
Death, &e. A Soldier who has quited all for his Religion, and finds 
himfelf under a neceffity of offending God if he Revenges himfelf 
for having received a box on the Ear, or of being counted a Coward 
if he does not, never refting till he has Satisfaction for his Affront, 
tho’ at the peril of Killing or of being Kill’d in a State that muft be 
followed by eternal Damnation. It is not likely, in our Author’s 
Opinion, that any one fhould be fo ftupid as to be Ignorant of thefe 
Things; thereforé he affumes this Moral Aphorifm asa firft Principle, 
that The Fear and Love of God are not always the moft active Principle of 
Human Aétions. 


II]. 


This being fo, in Mr. Bayle’s Judgement, it ought not to be reck- 
‘on’d a Scandalous Paradox, but rather a very poflible Thing, that 
fome Men without Religion fhould be more forcibly excited to a good 
moral Life by their Conftitution, in conjunction with the love of Praife 
and fear of Difgrace, than fome others by the inftinct of Confcience. 
Nay, he looks upon it as more ftrange that Heathen-!dolaters fhou’d do 
good Adtiotis, than that Atheiftical Philofophers fhould Live like Vir- 
tuous Men ; fince the former muft have been led to Crimes by their very 
Religion; and it mutt have been a point of Faith with them,that to make 
themielyes imitators of God, which is the end and fubftance of Reli- 
gion, they ought to be Cheats, Envjous, Fornicators, Adulterers, 
Peederafts, &c, Mr. Bayle does nct apply this to the blindly Zealous, 
and fanatically Superftitious in much better Religions, but ‘tis well if 
too many of fome of the little furious Se€ts among/t Chriitians bear 
fot too Juftly a fhare in the Odivm of this Comparison. 
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Our Author defires his Readers farther to obferve that in peaking: 
of the good Morals of fome Atheifts, he has not afcrib’d any true 
Virtues to em: Their Sobriety, Chattity, Probiry, Contempr of 
Riches, Zeal for the Publick Good, Offioufnefs to their Neighbonr, 
€$e. neither proceeded (he tells us) from the Love of God, nor ten- 
ded to Honour and Glorifie him: But themfelves were the end and 
Principle of allthis; Self-love sthe only ground of it; they were 
only fhining Sins, Splendida Peccata, as St. Auftin fays of all the Good 
Aétions of the Heathens; Hence he looks upon it that he has not 
Prejudiced True Religion in the leaft, by faying of fume Atheifls 
what he has faid; it being fliil True, thac Gocd Works are only pio- 
duc’d by Religious Men. And he asks, whar it is to the True Reli- 
gion, if the Worfhippers of the Falfe Gods are no better in their 
AGtions than thofe who have no Religion ? What Advantage would 
accrue to it if the Adorers of ‘Fupster and Satan were not equally 


plung’d in the Gulph of Perdition with the Atheiits ? 


Af thofe. who are, Scandalized, pretend that one cant Praife the 
Good Morals. of Epicurivs without fuppo!:ng it all one to a good 
Life to have no Religion, or to profefs any Religion what- 
ever; Mr, Bayle declares thefe Men to be ignorant in the Art of 
Confequences, and perfect Strangers to the Queition before us: 
Fie tells us he never Compared Atheifm except with Heathenifm, and 
that therefore the True Religion is no way concerned in the Debate 5. 
the Queftion being only about Religions introduc'd, and kept up by 
the Devil ; and whether. thofe who have profels’d a Worthip {0 Inta- 
mous in its Origin and Progrefs as this, have been more regular in the 
practice of Morality than the Atheilts. Mr. Bayle takes it for gra- 
ted as a point undoubted and fully determin’d, That in the ‘True Re- 
ligion there is not only more Virtue than elfewhere, but that there is 
no true Virtue at all, nor any Fruits of Righteoufhefs out of it: To 
what purpofe then, he asks, is this pretended Fear that he injures 
True Religion ? It cannot be concerned in the I!] that may be {aid of 


a Falfe one. And in our Author’s Opinion, it is to be fear d that this 


great Zeal that is (hewn will Scandalize Men of Senfe, who fee that 


this is pretending to nicenefs in favour of a Worfhip detelled by God, 
and ferup by the Devil. : iv 
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Mr. Bayle owns that he could not have taken juft Exceptions to thee 
‘Complaints, if he had made a Romance in which the Perfons fpoke! 
of were Virtuo and Arbesftical ; inafmuch as, as he fhould have bee® 
mafter of their Words and Actions, he had been at Liberty to De= 
fcribe “em ina manner fuited to the Tafte of the moft Scrupulous Rea- 
ders: But his Dictionary being an Hiflorical Work, he looks upon 
it, that he ought not to reprefent People as they fhould have been, 
but as they actually were: In this cafe he can neither fupprefs their 
Faults nor their Virtues. Seeing then he Advances nothing concerning 
the Morals of fome Atheifts but what the Authors he cites relate of 
em, no Body in his Opinion, has Reafon to be offended at him. To 
make his‘Criticks fenfible of the Truth of what he fays he only asks 
them, whether they believe the fuppretfion of True Facts to be the 
Duty of an Hiftorian ; and he ailures himfelf theyll never fab{cribe 
to fuch a Propofition. 


Not but that our Author believes there are fome ingenuous enough 
to confefS that a Matter of Fact ought to be fupprefsd by an Hilto- 
rian, when it is likely to leffen the abhorrance to Atheifm, or the Ve- 
neration of Religion in general: But he moft humbly intreats them 
not to‘take it amifs, that he continues to believe that God has no need 
of the Artifices of Rhetoric; and that if this may be allowed in a 
Poem or a piece of Eloquence, it does not follow that he ought to ad- 
mit it into an Hiftorical Dictionary. ‘Thefe Men mult give Mr. Bay’e 
leave to tell them, that it is enough for him topromote the Intereft of 
True Religion ; inafmuch as all that fhould be done for Religion in 
general would ferve as well for Paganifm as Chriftianity. 


If any Perfons more equitable and intelligent than ordinary, fhould 
ailedge as the only reafon of their Scandel, the Affectation wherewith 
they think our Author has acquainted his Readers with the Good Lives 
of fome Atheilts; he defires them to confider that in the prefent Cafe 
Affectation is very excufable, and may even be looked upon asa Sub- 
ject of Edification. To underftand which, he tells us, one need only 
call to mind an Epifode of his Treatife concerifing Comets. ‘The 
true Detign of that Book (if we will take cur Author’s Account of 
the Matter) was to confute by a Theological Argument what is com- 
monly faid about the prefages of Comets. The neceffiry of enforcing, 
this Argument, put him upon drawing a Parallel "twixt Athcifm and 
> ed Aaaa2 Hathen- 
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Heathenifm, without which his Proof had lain open to an Objettion 
which would have made it unfit to evince what was neceflary fo, 
him to demonftrate: Whence there arofe a tieceffity for him either to 
leave that ObjeCtion unan{wer'd, or to confute the Arguments of thofe 
who fay that the Pagan Idolatry was not fo great an F'vil as Atheiim, 
All the fuccefs of the Combat depended very much upon the fuccefs of 
this Attack ; and therefore according to the Rules of a Difpute, and 
by virtue of the Rights belonging to an Author, Mr. Bayle look‘d up- 
on himfelf as oblig‘d to take advantage of whatever Logick and Hi. 
ftory couldafford him, to anfwer the Objection. 


_ So that it was not, our Author tells us, Defignedly, or out of 
Boldnefs, that he alledg’d fome matters of Fa& tending to prove that 
Atheifts are not neceffarily more Diforderly tn their Lives than Idola- 
ters: The Laws of Diiputation, and the Rigit that every one has 
to anfwer the Obje€tions his Affertion is expos’d to, laying upon him 
a neceffity of taking fuch aCourfe. Great complaints, he confeffes, 
have been made againit this part of his Book, and fome endeavours 
have been us’'d to make it appear dangerous; for which reafon he 
was oblig'd to maintain it as far as Reafon and Truth wou’d permir ; 
and confequently he looks upon it that no body ought to be offend- 
ed if he acquaints his Readers, when occafion offers, that Hitiory 
informs us. that fuch and fuch Perfons, who deny’d either the Exift- 
ence or Providence of God, or the Immortality of the Soul, did ne- 
verthelefs live like honeft Men. This Affeétation which wou’d, pers 
haps, be a juft fubject of Scandal in another's Book, in Mr. Bayles 
Opinion, is none in his: On the contrary, he thinks it may {crve to 
edify his Readers, fince it fhews he has not advanc’d a Paradox out 
of a Principle of Vanity, but a Remark moft folid and certain, and 
which feems falfé to none but thofe who have not examin‘d it. 
There’s nothing cur Author acknowledges, more cffzafive than a 
Man, who, to diitinguiih himéelf, rafhly leaves the common Road: 
And if there are any Writers who have been fufoetted upon that 
account, not thro’ their own fault, but becaufe the Readers were not 
thro’ly acquainted With the thing, Mr. Bayle is of Opinion that no- 
tid can be more edifying than to fee fugh Authors juftiiy them 
felyes, Cy, Gea ion 
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Entirely to remove‘all fufpicious Affetation, Mr. Bayle tells us he 
has taken care to remark, as often as poffible, the bad Morals of 
Atheit!s. and it he has not done it oftner, ‘twas becaufe matrer was 
wanting. The Publick knows that he has call‘d for Examples to ba 
fhew‘d him, tho‘ no body has taken this Pains 5 and he affures us 
he has not been able to difcover them by his own Enquiries. He 
does not pretend to deny that there have been in ali Counsries, and 
at all times, fuch as by their Debaucheries, and long crimical Habits 
have ftifl'd the expiicie Faith of the exiftence of God ; but Hi tory ha- 
ving not preferv‘d their Names, ‘tis imp flible to fpeck of them. 
‘Tis probable, proceeds our Author, that among th fe Bandicti sper 
hir d Affadins who commit fo many Crimes, there are { me w! we 
no Religion; but he looks upon the contrary as {till more ae aol 
{ince among fo many Malefa‘tors who pafs thro’ the Wisin 


Hands there are none found to be Atheilts, the Ordinaries who Pre- , 


pate ‘em for Death, finding ‘em always fufhiciently difpos'd to deuire 
the Joys of Heaven. 


As for thofe prophane Epicuesy who, in the judgment of Father 
Garaffe, and many other Writers, are downright Athetits; Mr B -yle 
has not brought them in the Lift, the Queition not being concerni ing 
thofe we call practical Atheifts, People that live without an y fear of 
God, but not without a perfuafion of his Exittence, but concerning 
‘Atheifts in Theory ; fuch as Di:goras, Vandi, Spinrza, Se. whofe 
Atheifm is attefted either by the Hillories or their own W rit- 
ings, 


Thefe and fome few more Confideratiuns feem futficionr to Mr. 
Bayle, to remove the flumbling-block which was thought to be lard 
in fome places of his Di:lisnary. They mighe afford matter hc 
tells us, for a large Book; but he has only curforily pronus'd ‘emy 
here, as he has fomewhat mire largely treated of ‘em in anoraer Piace, 
viz. in his Reflections on the Comet of 1/82. [have preicared may 
Reader with fo much upon this Subject in this plice, to ter him fee 
what Mr. Bavle has to fay for himfelf in that ca‘ey in whith he ris 
always. been thought moft blame-worthy. | fhall make no fermarks 
upon any of thele "Conti derations; It is the Readers Province; #19 
therefore cught to be lefr, without attempting tu byafs him to ith 


fides to judge for himéelf, ; 
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In his /eeond Explanation Mr. Bayle endeavours to meke ft 4 rre 
how, what he has faid concerning the objections of the Manichee, 
ought to be conlider‘d. And here he objerves that tholé who are 
Scandaliz'd at fome things which he has offer‘d in the Articles where. 
in he has treated of Manicheifm would be wholly inexcufable, if they 
went only upon his faying, that the Queftion about the Origin of Eyil 
is very difficult; inaffuch as the ancient Fathers ingenuoully con- 
fefs‘d it, as does every Orthodox Divine at this Day: The Rock of 
Offence he rather thinks to have confifted in this, that he fuppofes the 
Objedlions of the Adanichecs infolvible, whilft only difcufs‘d at the Bar 
of Reafon. 


‘om 


This our Author owns muft needs Scandalize thofe whofe great 
Zeal for Evangelical Truth perfuades them, that it triumphs over Er. 
ror in all kinds of Combat, and whatever Arms it oppofes: Who 
find fo much Pleafure in the reading of a Book wherein Tranfobilan- 
tion is rooted, whether it be affaulted by the Teftimony of the Sen- 
fes, and the Principles of Philofophy, or whether impugn‘d by the 
Scripture, and the Traditions of the firft Ages, that.they ealily fancy | 
all other-difputes of Orthodoxy have the fame Fate: Who flatter‘d 
with fo {weet a perfuafion, fret and fume if any one maintains that 
all the Articles of the Chriftian Faith, defended and attack‘d by the 
Arms of Philofophy, don‘t happily leave the Field ; but fome of ‘em 
Bive ground, and are forced to retire into the Fortreiles of Scripture, 
and to ask leave for the future to arm themfeives in another way, 
or otherwife they'll refufe to enter the Lifts, Whereas, in our Au- 
thor‘s Opinion, this is the Fate of a great many points of Orthodoxy, 
that it is fo far from being their Property to be reconcilable with 
ee as to be rather effential to ‘em, not to be {quar‘d by its 
Rules, 


Here Mr. Bayle obferves, that tho the Roman Catholicks and Prote- 
fiants fight it out upon abundance of Articles of Religion, yet they 
perfectly agree in this point, that the Myfteries of the Gofpel tran- 
{cend Reafon; Nay, fome Divines, he fays, there are who acknow- 
ledge the Myfteries deny‘d by the Socimsans to be againf? Reafon : Our 
Author takes no advantage of this conceffion, it fufhcing him that 
they are unanimoufly acknowledg‘d above Reafon: Inafmuch as 
from hence it neveflarily refults that it is impoflible to folve the difh- 
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culties of the Phiiofophers; and confequently that a difpute whereia 
natural Light only is employ‘d, will always terminate to the difad- 
vantage of the Divines, who will be forc‘d to give ground, and re+ 
tire under the Artillery of Revelation: 


‘Tis evident, proceeds our Author, in favour of his afferting the 
Infolvibilicy of the Origsn of Evil upon the Principles of natural Rea- 
fun, that Reafon can never reach what is above it; but if it could af- 
ford Anfwers ro the Objections that oppufe the Voctrins of the Trini- 
ty and the Hypoftatical. Union, it wou‘d reach thefe two Mytte- 
ries 5 it Would: get the maftery of them, and manage and ply them 
even to the comparing them with its firft Principles, or wish Apho- 
rifms deduc‘d from common Notions, till at laft it had concluded thae 
they agree with natural Light : And would therefore exert it felf be- 
yond its own Strength, and exceed its own Limits, which is an ex 
prefs contradiction, Hence our Authors concludes that, it can‘t furnifh 
Anfwers to all its own Objections, and therefore that they mult re» 
main Victorious, till recourfe is had to the Divine Authority, and the 
neceffity of captivating the Underftanding to the obedience of 
Faith. 


To put this in a clearer-light, Mr. Bayle proceeds thus: [f fome 
Doétrins are above Reafon, they are out of its reach; if they are out 
of its reach, it can‘t attain to ‘em; if it can‘t attain to‘em, it can't 
comprehend:‘em ; if it can‘t comprehend ‘em, it can‘t find any Idea 
or Principies that can afford Solutions , and confequently its Obje- 
Ctions. will remain un-anfwer'd : Or, which is the fame thing, will be 
anfwer'd by fome diflinction as obfcure as the Thefis it felf which is 
attack‘d: And an ObjeCtion founded upon diftinct Notions remains 
eguaily Victorious whether it have no Aniwer to it, or one which none 
can under{tand. 


Every Philofophical Difpute, proceeds cur Author, fuppofes: the 
contending Parties to be agreed about certain Definitions, and to ad- 
mit the Rules of a Syllogifm, and the Characteriitiks of Faife Rea, 
foning :Afte~ this the whole Bufinefs con ifts in Examining whecner the 
Thefis be mediately or immediately conliftent with the Principics agteed 
upon; whether the Premiffes of an Argument are True , whether the 
Confequence is well drawn whether a Syllogitm be imploy d with 
four Terms.;. whether any Aphorifin be violated of the Chapter de 
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Oppofitiz, or d: Sophiftics E‘enché, &c. ‘The Victory is obtained either 
by fhewing that the Subject of the Difpute has no Conneétion 
with the Principles agreed upon, or by reducing the Refpondent to an 
Abfurdiry. This may be done either by fhewing that the Conf- 
quences of his Pofition are Contradictory, or conftraining him to An- 
{wer Things wholly unintelligible. The End of this kind of Dif. 
putes is to clear up Obdfcurities, and make Evidence fhine forth, 
Hence we Judge that, during the Courfe of a Difputation, ViStory de. 
clares more or lefs for the Opponent or Refpondent, according to the 
greater or lefs Perfpicuity in the Propofitions of the refpective Difgu- 
tants: And at laft we determine that fhe wholly declares againft him, 
whofe Anfwers are fuch as we comprehend nothing in, and who de- 
clares they are Incomprehenfible. Hereupon we Condemn him by the 
Rules of Adjudging the Victory ; and even when he cant be purfued 
into the mift he is involv’d in, which forms a fort of an Abyfs ’ewixt 
him and his Antagonift, we conclude him utterly Defeated ; and com. 
‘pare him to an Army which having loft the Battle efcapes the Con- 
querors purfuit, only by the favour of the Night. 


The Conclufion which our Author draws from this is, that the My- 

fteries of the Gofpel being of a Supernatural Order, they neither can, 
nor ought to be fubmitted to the Rules of Natural Reafon; that they 
are not adapted to the teft of Philofophical Difputes, that their Great- 
nefs and Sublimity hinders them from f{tooping to ’em. Hence he in- 
ferrs, that it would be againft the Nature of ‘Things for them to come 
off ViStorious from fuch a Combatt ; whofe Effential Charetter itis - 
to be the object of Faith and not of Science ; that they woud be no 
longer Myifteries if Reafon cou’d folve all the difficulties attending 
“em. Whence it follows, that inftead of thinking it ftrange for any 
one-to fay, that Philofophy may Attack ’em, but not repulfe the At 
‘tack; it would really be a fubjeCt of Scandal to hear the contrary. 


If thofe whofe (cruples he would cure yield not to thefeCon{iderations, 
in which they li find, perhaps, fomething too abflrated 5 Mr. Bay'e 
intreats them to have recourfe to Reflections which are adapted to 
every one’s capacity ; he befeeches them to confider a little the ge- 
nius that reigns in the New Teftament, and in the Mifhion of the 
Apoftles: How that Fefis Chri? propofes not the Great My fteries of 
our Holy Religion to be examin’d by the Tel? of our Natural Rea 
fon, but Commands us to Belicve ’em, as what areabove our prefen: 
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Adequate Comprehenfion ; how that the great Apofile confeffes that 
at prefent we walk by Faith and rot by Sight : Whence it feems to follow, 
that among the Philofephers ther: is nothing to be gain’d by him that 
attempts to prove the Myiteries of the Chri(tian Religion, or to 
ftand upon the defea'ive: Inafmuch as herein lies the difference twixt 


the Faith of a Chriftian and the Science of a.Philofopher 5 that Chri, 


ftian Faith produces an accomplifhd Certainty, but its Object flill re. 
mains inevicent ; bur Science, on the contrary, at once produces the: 
evidence cf the Oiject, and'a plenary Certainty of Perfualion, Hence 
our Author concludes thar a Chriltian attempting to maintain the 
Myftery of the Trinity againit 2 Philofopher, wou'd oppofe an ine= 
vident Object again{t evident Objectinns; Mr. Bayle asks, would noe 
this be fighting blind-folded, and with Hands ty'd, with an Advere 
fary that has the ufe of all his Faculties? Bur if the Chriftian cou’d 
folve all the. Philofopher’s Objectiins, only by the Principles of Na- 
tural Reafon, it feems to our Author, that the affertion of Sr. Paz 
wou'd not be true, That we walk ly Faith, not by Sight, for then Sci- 
ence and not Divine Faith, would be the Portion of a Chris 


{tian. 


Mr. Bayle fhews farther, that this was alfo the Senfe of the Fa- 
thers of the Primitive Church. and-adds, That if his Reflections up- 
on the Conduct of the firft Ages have not fufiicient force, what he 
contends for may be eafily {hew’d confiltent with the Maxims, and 
confonant to the Reafonings.of, the Modern Divincs: For the Catho- 
licks and Proteffants agree in rhis Pofition to.this Day, that Reafon is 
to be rejefted in judging of a Controverfy about our Mytteries 
which, fays Mr. Bayle, comesto this; that this Conceffion fhall never 
be made 3 that if the litteral Senfe of a pafl:ge of Scripture, includes 
inconceivable Da¢trins impugn’d by the moft evident Maxims of the 
Logi-ians and Metaphyfitians, it fhali be declared falfe ; and Reafon, 
and Phiiofuphy, and natural Ligtit fhall be the Rule to be follow'd, 
in,the choice ef a certain Interpretation of Scripture preferably. to all 
others. They sor only fiy, pro eeds our Author, thar all thofe ars 
tobe rejected wiv make fuch a Preliminary Demand in the Difputes 
but alfo mainrain thac they are ingag dim a way that can lead only to 
Scepricifm, Deifm, Atheitm: Whence it follows, that the moft ne- 
ceflary-Barrier. co. preferve tne Christan Religion, is the obligation to 
Submit to the, Authority of God, and hambly to believe the iy ite 
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ries he has been pleas’d to reveal, however Inconceivable and Impo& 
ible they appear to our Reafon. 


1c wou'd be eafie, Mr. Bayle tells us, to gather up the Proofs of alf 
he has faid s bur he looks upon it as to very little Purpofe, inafmuch, 
as whoever is acquainted with Books of Controverfy, mult know thar 


the Roman Catholicks continually recommend the Sacrifice of Reas 
fon, and the Captivity of the Underftanding 5 and, that the reforn.”d 
Minilters impute the Socinian Impicties to the, refufal of this Sa 


crilice, 


Andif all Orthodox Divines, upon the Myfteries of the Trinity, 
and Hypottatic Union, both Catholicks and Proteftants, unanimiully 


reject the arbitration of Human Reafon ; ’tis a manifeft Gga that they 


find it incapable of giving Proofs or Solutions ia the Controver{es 


about thefe Mylteries ; inafmuch, as when the Queltion is about the 
Divine Exiltence, they defire nothing more than_to difpute by the 
‘Light of Reafon, becaufe it fuenifhes Arms both to Attack, and Res 
pulfe the Enemy, and to give an intire Victory. Hence our Author 
concludes, that the reafon why they act quite otherwife, with refpect 
to the Trinity, Incarnation, ©c. is, their knowing Philofophical 


Principles to be infufticient to do good, but capable of doing much 
harm. 


From all this, Mr. Bayle makes this inference, That there is no- 
thing eafier than to fatisfy thofe who have been offended with his 
Conceffion of the Infolvibility of the Queftion, about the Origin of 
Evil by unaflifted Humane Reafon: As it is only defiring them to 
obrve, that if they will be Scandaliz’d at ir, they muft complaia 
chat all the Orthodox Divines are a Scandal to’em; there being no 


medium ’twixt taking well what he has faid, and taking ill what ig 
faid by the Divines moft contrary to the Socisias Herefy. 


Mr. Bayle proceeds, after this, to anfwer feveral Objections againtt 
his Proceedings in this Cafe ; as, that we give too great advantage to 


Hereticks and Infidels, by owning that their Philofophical Objections 
again{t rhe Myfteries of the Mew Tefamens cannot be anfwerd ; that 
Anfwers have been given to Philofophical Objections againft the great 
eft Chriffian Mytterier, by feveral Divines ; that he is blam’d for ha= 
Ving apply‘d tothe Arguments of the Adanichees what might be ace 
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knowledg'd, with refpect to the Arguments oppos'd to the Myfterics 
of the Gofpel ; that we ought not to acknowledge difadvantagions 
Fruths; and, that he has not confuted the Manichecs, 1-can’t trans 
feribe bither ‘any thing of what our Author has faid, io anfwer to 
thefe, or any of thefe Objections, but muft refer the Reader to the 
Difcourfe 1 am giving him fume Account of, for particular Satis 


faction. 


In the next place, Mr. Bayle proceeds to urge fome Arguments 
againft Manicheym; and concludes the whcle, with faying, Thas 
thofe who fha.Lartentively confider what he has fet forth in chis Exe 
planation, will, doubtlefs, ceafe to be cfkended with what he has ad 
vanc'd, cOncerning ‘he Man‘chees; “Fhat they will fee that it may be 
read without Scanda!, and with Edifeatiin, provided they well re 
member, Fir/?, ‘That it is tae Property of Gofoel Myiteries, to be 
liable to Objections which can’t be tully clear’d by Natwal Reafon, 
Sec.nd'y, ‘That the Unbelicvers can tultly draw no Advantage trom 
this; viz. That the Maxims of Philofophy don't afford a full Sclurion 
of the difficulties they propofe again{t the Myfleries ef the Gofpel. 
Thirdly, Vhatthe Objections of the AZamichees, about the Orizia of 
Evil and Predettinestion, ought not to be conider’d in general, as 
impugning Predeftinarion, but with this particular refpect, that the 
O izin’of Evil, the Decrees of God upon it, and the reft, are one of 
the molt inconceivable Mytteries of Chriftianity.  Fuarthly, That it 
“ought to fuffice every good Chriftian. that his Faith is builr upon the 
‘Teftimony: of the Word of God. Fifthly, That the Mane“ean 
Scheme, confide,?d in it fe\f, is abfurd and unwarrantable, and cons 
trary to the idea’sof Order ; That it 1s liable to Retortions, and can’s 
remove Difficulties. And, Laf?y, That his Conceflions can’r give 
Scandal: ‘but at the fame time, the Doctrin of moit Orthod x Divines, 
muit be concluded Scandulous, {ince all that he has faid, is a natural 
and unavoidable Confequence of their Doctrin, and he has only ree 
lated move at large what they more fummarily teach. “Thus much 
ugon Mr. Bayle’s fecond Fxplenation, 9 which, 1 doubt tot bur the 
Reader wiil tind fome particul ws, which he will look: upon as not 
Rrictly true in their gréateft latitude ; J fhall not fpend ume in point- 
ieg out any ‘of ’em here, but flail leave every individual Reader co 
‘@ifcover’em by bis own private Obfervations and Reflections. 
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The Defign of our Author’s third Explanation is to fhew, that what 
he has faid of Scepticifm, in his Dictionary, can’t prejudice Religion, 
And here he lays down, as the Bafis ot this. third Explanation, tlfis 
Propoflition, asa certain and undoubred Maxim ; That Chrittiani- 
* ty is of a Supernatural Order, and refoivd into tke Supreme Autho- 
&¢ rity of God, propoiing to us Myiteries, not for us to comprel.end, 


© but to believe, with all the Humility that is due, to an ininite Bee 


® ing who can richer Deceive nor be Deceivd. This Mr. Bale 
looks upon as the Pole Star of ail the Di-cuffions and Difputes aboue 
the Articles of the Religion which God has reveal’d by Fe/us Chri, 
And hence he deduces the incompetency of the Philofophic Trib: « 
nal to judge of Chriftian Controverfies, fince they ought to be fu 
mitted only to the Bar of Revelations Any Difpute about this, in 
Mr. Bayle's Opinion, ought to be rejected without more ado. No 
Man ought to -be admitted to examin whether we ought to beiieve 
what God Commands usto believe; burt it ought robe reckon’d a F irft 
Principle in point of Religion: {nafmuch as whereas the Metaphy{i- 
cians ‘may-examin whether there be a God, and if fo, whether he is 
infallivle 5 Chriftians, as fuch, ought to fuppofe it as a thing already 
determin’ d. 


‘Hence Mr. Bayle concludes, ‘That all the Difpute that Chri‘tians can 


_ @dmit with the Philofophers is this, and upon this Queftion ; whether 


the Scripture was written by Infpired Authors? It che Arguments the 
Chriftians alledge upon this Subject dont convince the Philolophers the. 
Difpute ought to ceafe 5 and ic would be to no purpote to defcend to 
the particular Difcuffion of the Trinity, 8. with People who difown 
the Authority of the Scripture, the only fudge of Right and Wrong 
in fuch forts of Controverfies. Reveal’d Authority ought to be the 
common Principle of Difputants in thefe Cafes ; whence it follows that 


there is no Difputing when one Receives this Principle and the other 
Rejects it. 


Mr. Bayle proceeds to obferve, that of all the Philofophers who 
ought not to be admitted to Difpute of the Myfteries of Chriitianity, 
before having admitted Revelation for their Rule, none are fu unwor- 
thy tobe heard asthe Sect of the Scepticks: A fort of Peopie that 
maake Profeffion of admitting no certaia Sign of Diftinction bry 
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Truth and Falfehood : So that if Truth by Chance appear’d to them 
they could never be certain that it was Truth. Thefe Men are not 
fatistied with cppofing the Teftimony of the Senfes, the Maxims of 
Morality, the Rules ef Logick, the Axioms of Metaphyticks, but 
endeavour to overthrow the Jemon{trations of Geometry, and ali the 
certaicity of the Mathematicians. If they went no farther than the 
| ‘Ten Ways of Sufpention, and confin’d themfélves to ufe them againtt 
Natural Philofophy, in our Aurhor’s Opinion, we might ftill Treat 
with ‘em; but when they proceed much farther, having a fort of 
Arms hey call the Diallel, which they handle on the firtt occafion, 
and after which there’s no with{tanding them on any Account what 
ever, they are not to be dealt with ; Here they bring themfelves into 
a Labyrinth out of which no clue of Ariande can Wind ’em, they 
lof themfelves in their own Subtelties, and are wonderfully pleas’d 
with it; lince this ferves to fhew more clearly the Univerfality of their 
Hypothefis, that every thing is uncertain, from which they exempt 
not even the Arguments again{t Uncertainty. Nay they proceed fo 
far in this Method, that thofe who have well Confider’d the Confe- 
quences of it are forc’d to fay that they know not whether any thing 


Exits. 


Hence Mr. Bayle concludes, That Divines ought not to be afham’d 
~ to confefs that they can’t enter the Lifts with fuch Difputants ; and, 

That they will not expofe the Gofpel Truth to fuch an Encounter : 
The Vella of Fejus Chrift being not made to float upon that Tempe- 


flusus Sea, but to ride fecure from this Tempeft in the Haven of 
Faith, 


He asks thofe who take Exceptions at him, whether, if the Apo= 
ftles had been told, that their Doétrin expos’d the dogmatizing Phi- 
lofophers to new Attacks of the Sceptics, they wou’d have been con- 
cern’d at it; Mr. Bay/e is of Opinion, that they woud have faid, Let 
us not trouble our felves with their Difpures; Lee she Dead bury the 
Dead; the ‘more they fhall hght and difable one another, the more 
they will difover tne Vanity of their pretended Science: Neither the 
Dogmatii's nor the Sceptics will ever be able to enter into the King- 
dom of God, unleis they become little Children, unlefs they change 
their Maxims, renounce theit Wifdom, and make a Burnt-Offering 
of their Syftems at the foot of the Crofg to the pretended Folly of 

our 
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our Preaching: This isthe Old Man they mutt efpecially put off, ber 
fore they can be qualify d to receive the Heavenly Gift, “and to enter 
into the way of Faith; and Eternal Salvation. But it‘the: Sceptics 
male an ill ufe of our Myfteries to root themfelves farther in Uncer- 
tainties, and if they object againft au fome Arguments ad heminem, 
fs much the worfe for them, unlefs God make ufe of their Errors to 
convince ‘em of the neceffity of fubmitting to his Word. This, fays 
Mr. Bayle, is what St. Paw! and his Fellow-Apoftles wou'd have an- 
fwer'd to fuch Objeftions. And, in our Authors Opinion, we ought 
go be fully perfuaded, that if there had been occalion for the Apotties 
to give their decifion upon the Nature of the Heathen Philofophy, 
with refpett to the dithculty or eafinefs of embracirg the Gofpel ; 
they wou'd have politively determin’d, thag the Method, Principles; 
Practices, and Difputes of the Pe satetict, Academics, &~. were {0 
great an Obftacleto Faith,thar the mott neceflary Prelimt:aries to enter 
into the Kingdom of God were, to forget or lay afide ali chute Ins 
firuments of a wrong Science. And he believes they wouid have 
made fuch a determination both for the prefent, and forthe time tq 
some. 


Our Author obferves. farther, That a.‘True Believer, a Chriftiaa- 


who well underftands the Genius of his Religzign, does nut expect to 
fee it agree with the Aphorifms of the Lycewwa.; nor.to find it able, by 


the mere firength of .Reafon, to Confurte the Difficulties of Reafon 4. 


He well knows rhat natural Things bear no. @raporion:to the Supers 
natural, and that if a Philofopher was deiired to ievel and acjutbthe 
Myfteries of the Gofpel to the 4. s/torelian Axioms. it would be re- 
quiring of him what is‘inconfiitent with the Nature of Things, 
Fience he concludes, that we mut neceflarily m:ke an Oppoi:tion 
twixt Philofophy andthe Gofpel 5, and thar if ‘we wiil beiteve nothing 
but what is evident and agreeable t> common Notions, we mult choofe 
Philofophy 5. if we will believe the Incomprehentible My Teries of Ree 
ligion,. we mult take Chriitianity and leave Phiiofophy 5 to poileis 
a and Jacemprchenibility. together, being an impoiliole 
4 Ong. ; ; 
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But chough from Mr. Bayle upon this Head, under which he ens 
feavours to remove all Scrupies which the Triumphs of the Scepricks 
jn his Dictionary have-rais’d ite-the Minds of -fome-of his Readers? 
And here I take my leave at prefent of the whole Work. Ichole te 
take this way to give the-Reader an Account of it, to acquaint hina 
with the Spirit and Genius of this Author, who has made for fome- 
time fuch a Figure in the Learned World? Which cou'd not fo welf 
have been done within the fame Compafs, had | barely Tranfrib’d 
hither what our Author fays upon two or three famous Men. in feves 
tal Profeffions; and given the Reader the Subftance of the Remarks 


be makes upon Paflages in bis Accounts of them, 
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The Hiftery of Images and of Image Worfhip. Shewing the Or'gina! and 
Progreft of Idolatry amongft Pagans, Jews «nd Chriitians: Weeb 2 Fue 
tation of the Second: Council of Nice, and of other Advosates for Idolatry, 
By the late Reverend Mr. JamesOwen. London, Printed for T. Parke 
hurft at she Bible and Three Crowns, near Merver's-Chappel ; J. 
Robinfon at she Golden-Lyon sm St. Pauis-Church-Yard 5 and J, 
Laurence a¢ the Angel in she Poultry. 1709, 8vu p. 295. 


HIS Pofthumous Piece of Mr. Owen's, Mr. Charles Owen tells 

us ina Preface, was prepar’d for the Prefs, fometime betore 
the Author Died ; and had feen the Light long ago, if Treafures of 
Learning and Reafon had pafs'd for eftimable Commodities in the 
World: The Subject is coubrlefs very Inftructive and Entertaining, 
elpecially to Men of Inquifitive and diftinguifhing Minds ; and Me- 
fits the particular regard of By:tife Proteftants, who may here fee 
£rom what Mafs a ot impurity they have emerg’d by the Reformation, 


In-an Epiftle to the Reader, Mr. Evans fays of our Author, thst if - 
any Talent was his Mafter-piece, it was an Acquaintance with Ecclel- 
aftical Hiftory : He having {pent a great-deal.of Time in peru ‘ng ths 
feveral Monuments of Antiquity upon that Subject ; and digefted 
what he had Read with fuch Exactnefs, that he could not only Trace 
a Doctrine or Practife through the feveral Ages of the Church in alit= 
tle Time, by the help of his References ; but readily entertaia his 
Friends off-hand upon moft Subjects of that Nature that were occa- 
fionally ftarted : His Reflections upon all Difcovering fuch an Accue 
racy of Judgment, as is not often joyn’d with fo much Reading, and 


fo happy a Memory. 


In his latter Years our Author had form’d a Defign of Profecu:ing 
feveral Arguments of Confequencein an Hittorical way ; which 1s cer» 
talnly. a Method of great Advantage when manag’d by a Jirdi. 10U8 
Hand: Being mightily for the Service of Truth, by reprelentiog iB 


» Q 











fb? September, 1709. $65. 
jn feveral views, and fhewing the progrefs of Light and Knowledges 
and the feveral Oppolitions it has weather’d 5 and of equal ufe again 
Errors, by defcribing their Rife, their Difguifes, and their pernicious 
Confequences, in the Examples of former Times. 


He began. as Mr. Evans informs us, with the Hiftory of Ordina- 
tions; but after he had enter’d upon that Work, laid it afide for the 
Work before us? And what occalion’d his diverting to this Subject, 
was a Practice very current among us of later Years to fill our Bibles, 
and Devetisnal books with Pictures, which, if there be no ill Defign 
in it, may be of ill Tendency: For if they are only intended for an 
agreeable amufement to fuch as relifh a good Picture, Books of the 
molt ferisus Argument mu't be own’d ta be very ill chofen to place 
‘em in where nothing thou'd be found, but what may regulate or 
excite our Pious Affeciions: If a Religious Defign is pretended, they 
ar: {6 much the worfe ; when God has fo ftricily caurion‘d us againft 
the aie ot enfible Reprefentations to excite our Devotions ; and Ex- 
perience bas fhewn that Attempts of this kind have generally ended 


in grofs idolatry. 


After this Mr. Evans relates out of Mr. Serype‘s Church Hitory the 
ftory of the Reception which a Service-book met with at the Hands of 
Oricon Eiizabeth, which had Pictures in it, and was Prefented to Her 
by Samp/an Dean of Chrift-Church in St. Pauls: The Queen refented it 
very much, and Chidd the Dean feverely for laying it before Her; 
and that this her Concern was not unjult or unreafonoble in Mr. E- 
van's Opinion, will appear to every one. who Reads in the Bouk be~ 
fore us the gradual Progrefs of [mage Worfhip; particularly in the 
Chri‘tian Church; where Images inientibly crept into places and things 
apply‘d to a Sacred Ufe ; and meeting with litrle Oppofition at frit, 
becaufe eiteemd harmelefs. and not avow'd to be of a Religious Ule, 
pain’d at length fuck an Afcendant over the Imaginations of the Peo~ 


ple, that they fell ints rank Idolatry. 


Ina Third Preface ‘> this Work Mr. Owen himfelf gives us a fhort 
Account of the whole Piece; which he tells us, is Recommended by 
him as an Adtidore a@zinft the intoxicating cup of the great Whore whe 
basis Made the Inhabstanss of she Earth Drunk with the Wine of ber Fornim 
$08, | 
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In this Difcourfe, he tells us, he gives us a clear Profpect of the 
dolatry of Image Worthip, in the Different Forms and Denominations 


in which it has Captivated the Senfual and Superftitious World:. 
fhew's the Occafions, Rife, and Progrefs of it among Pagans, 7 ei 
and Apoftate Chriftians ; And difcovers the fubtle Methods-and Artifices 
by which the God of this World, Ufurp’d the Divine Prerogatives and 
Transfer’d to “himfelf the Incommunicable Glory of the ‘Great 
Gehovab. , : | 


Here, our Author tells us, we may fe in their full Strength, the Are 
ments and Picas of the Genriles, for their way of Worthiping tmages; 
and alfo the Reafons and Grounds of the Eaftern and Weltern Chriftsans 
for their way of Image Worfhip ; -with the Exact tlarmony between 
the Worfhip of the Antient Pagans, and that of the Modern Roma- 


nifis, 


More Particularly he affures his Reader, that here he fhall fird 


all the Arguments of the Ancient Roman Puntiffs, and of the Second 
Synod of Nice for Image Worfhip, Examin’d, and Reiured ; with the 
Hiftory of that Idolatrous°‘Council, and che Artfull Methods by which 


Image Worfhip was Eftablifh'd in ir;a8.alfo an Abridgment o! the 


. Bighe Actiens of this Council, and large Retnatks on each of ‘em, cfpeci« 


ally on the Sixth, which Contains the treaty. af the Seventh General 
Council, held at Confantineple under Comftantine Copronsmus, in which 
the Abolition of Images was Decreed: The Acts of this:Council are 
Reprefented, proceeds our Author, in Six Tomes to each of which 
38 Subjoyn’d the pretended Kefutation of the Nicenes, with an anfwer 
to each Paragrapth of it; fhewiag the refutation of the Bithops of Nice 
to be weak, impertinent, and Frivolots. and the Realons cf the Fa- 
thers at Conficntinople to be impregnable, and to remain in their full 
force ; proving the Council-of Cgnjftantsnople to Be truely general, but 
the Convention at. Nice to be nejiher a general nor a Lawful Council. 


* Inthe Book before us alf> “Mr. Owen farther Acquaints his Rea- 
der,-that he is Accommodated with the exa“t Hittory of the Conrefis 
about Images “‘ewixt the Icon-c!af?és or |mage-breakers : and tise Iconte. 


“dali or Image-worfhippers: Fhat:the Charaéier of the Eafierm I'm 


Retors, who deftroy’d Imageg are Reftored and Vindicated ; the vile 
. ; - Caume 
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Calumnies 4nd Mifteprefentations by which the Byzantin Monks, and 
omiflo Writers have blacken’d their Memories, are detected and ex- 
postd; and the Ignorance, Superftition, Impoftures, Seditions and 
furious biggotry of the Monks in Defence of Images, are fet in a clear 


He gives us farther-a full Account of the Eftablifhment of Idolatry. 


{n the Welt by the Popes of Rome, and their Dependants ; with the 
Strugles of fome Weftern Emperors, Councils and Bifhops againft 
the prevailing Herette of Image-worfhip ; together with the Illuftri- 
ous. Teftimony of the Waidenfes and theie Difciples, who Prophecy’d 
in Satkloth, while The outward Court was given to the Gentiles, and 
Gentilifm Introduc’d in the room of the Primitive Purity of Chriftian 


Worhhip. 


As Idolatry is the Diftinguifhing Character of the grand Antichrif, 
and Apocalyptick Whore; fo the Followers of Chriit are defcrib‘d to 
be a Company of Virgins, who have not Defiled themfelves with I- 
dols: Whence our Author infers that they who are efpous’d as Chafte 
Virgins unto Chrift, muft keep themfelves from the Pollutions of I- 
dols and Religioufly obferve the Covenant: of their Efpoufa!s to the 

ealous God.’ And whereas the Idolatry of the Ancient Pagzn:, and 
that of the Eafterm Church had its Original in an Excetfive Fondnets 
for Religious Pictures, our Author permits, that thofe little Souls whe 
are capable of no Ideas but what are Earthly and fenfual, Admire their 
Puppet-Gods or Imaginary Deities ; adviling all fuch as have enter- 
taind Sublime and becoming Thoughts of the Infinite Majelty of 
God, to direst their Adorations to him only, and not to fuch Objects 


as are much bafer than the Perfons of the Worilipers, 


Our Author divides the Book before usinto 14 Chapters ; giving ani 
gecount in them, among other particulars, ot tae Origin of Idolatry, 
which he locks upon to have taken piace betore the Flood, and to 
have been reviv’d afterwards by Chara and his Polterity , Of its Ori- 
ginal among the J-ws in particular, vider which Head he Treats of 
Abraham's renouncing idolatry, of the Idols in Facob’s Houle, of the 
Egyptian Asis, Moloch, &c, OF the Idelarry of the Chritian Church, 
under which Head he fhews that Imagesare no help to True Devotion, 
thar they were Univerlally Cadewin'd by the firlt Chriltian Dottors, 
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that the Gnoftick Hereticks had the firft Images of Chrilt, and that 
in procefs of Time, when they came tobe more Receiv d, Dreaming 
Vifions aad Prophelies were trumpd up to -Countenance Image- 
Worhhip. 


In his Sixth and Seventh Chapters, our Author proceeds to give an 
Hiftorical Account of the Second-Council of Nice which Ettablifh d 
Image-Worlhip, which met at Conffantinuple, and after wards remov’d 
to Nice: This Counfel confifts of Eight A@tions, which our Author 
gives an Account of and canvaffes at large in. his Seventh, High, 
Ninth.and Tenth Chapters » and then proceeds to-Vindicate the {oun- 
cil of Conftantinople, ,. and to invalidate the Powers and Proceedings of 
shat of Nice, fhewing by what irregular and finilter Ways they ate 
tain'd their Ends in that Council. : | 


Jn his Twelfth Chapter -Mr. Owen gives an Account.of the State of 
Jmages.in the Ealt, after the latter Nicene Councils ;. of tine Council 
eall'd by Leo Armeniw againtt Images, at which the Jmage-V ori}ifp- 
ers refus'd to be prefent, and which Condem’d the Second Coun i! of 
Nice; of the Embafly fent by Michael Balbus to Charles the Great, to 
Propofe Terms of Union *twixt the Eaftern and W7fern Crurches, 
which was oppos’d by the Monks and Bifhops of Rome 5 of the De- 
{iruction of Images by Thespbiln, &c. And in the Thirteenth we 
have the Hiftory of the State of Images in the 7477/2; of the Perfian 
Synod againft Images with their Epifile to Ludovscus and Lotherius ; 
of Ludovicuss Letters ta Pope Eugenius the Second , and his Ine 
ftructions to his. Ambafidors how to Treat with the Pope about 
Images ;- of. the Witnefles again{t Image-Worfhip in England, Spain 
Germany and France of the Waldenfes and Albigenfes, and their Aver- 
fionto Images; oO 


Mr. Owen Concludes this whole, Book with a Chapter upon the 
manner of the Confecration of Images in the Roman Church; fhewing 
that it is.an Imitation of the Pagans, and that it was not usd in the 
Eigbth Century: Here he proves thar the Rossanifis Worlhip Images 
after the fame manner as the Pagans did, aud with thefame Ceremonies 
that they give the Supreme. W orfhip of Latria to the Images of ( hrift; 
Sc» Vindicating by the Scriptures and the beft Examples the Aboliti~ 
oa... of Images by King Henry VILL. King Edward VI. and Queen 

| Elizabeths.. 
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Elizabtb, Our Author gives a fhorr Hiftory of thefe Proceedings, and 
ends bis whole Difcourfe with obferving ; that whereas our Reformers 
Purg’d the Land of Images in Obedience to God’s Law, and in cone 
formity to the beft Exampies both in the F-wifh and Chriftian Church 3 
the Introduciag them again into our Liturgy and Books of Devotion 
is without Warrant, reflects on the Prattice of our firft Reformers, 
and has a manifeft Tendency to beget in usa favourable Opinion of 
Images, and to difpofe Weak and Superftitious Minds for the Idolatry. 
of Image- Worthip. 














, -. 2 
Cd 


570 Whe tllowiget the Lea xnep: 






































i The State of Learning. 
: 


Oannis Crugeri Philofophise & Medinnz Doétoris illuft: Du S.R, 
| 1. Comitis Schonburg Ponicenfis & Glauchavieni:s Archiatri ca- 
ut fus tres Medici, quorum agit primus de Febri petechtala fecundus de 
| : fecina phthifi, heredicaria laborante. Tertius de Virgine in incende 
i fpembergenfi a fumo & vapore quafi mortua. AdpeCtis in fine i'luf 
fs trium & excellentif{’ Medicorum quorumdam. Refpoforiis ad epiftolas 
rH quafdam de queftionibus + Num venz fertio in quali fuftocatis a fuma 
re & vapore jure merito loco gaudeat an non ? Num Spiritual Vitricl, 
Philofoph. a&u an potentia andus fit & refrigeret & autorum allegatae 
zum indice. Budifle. 1708. in 40. p. 76. 

Hiftoire de la Lingue a Cambray entre Jules rr. Pape, Maximilien 

x. Empereur, Louis XII. Roy de France Ferd. V. Roy d’Arragon, 
& tous les Princes d’Italie, contre la Republique de Venife a Paris, 
4709. 2 Vol. in r2ver, 1. Vol. p.454.° 2+ Vol. p. 563. 
7 Morale Chretienne pour L’Inftruction des Curez & des Pretres du 
i: Diocefe du Vence, par feu Meffire Antoine Gadeau. Eveque de Vence 
Divifee en trois Tomes. A Paris 1709. Vol. in raves, 1 Tome 
p- 456. 2 Tome p. 525. 3 Tome p. 474, ~ : 

Diffettatio Philofophica: de Veterum Gothorum fapientia, quam ex 
¢eonfenf, 8 approbatione Ampliff. Ordinis* Philof- in illuftri ac Regia 
Acad. Upfalienfi, fub preefidio viri Ampliffimi Mag. Fabrani Torner, 
Philof. Theor, Prof. Reg. & orde publicae bonorum cenfurae, qua pat 
eft modeftia filtit, fe. Ree Mtis Alumnus Olaus N. Crucelius Suder- 
mannus, Ad diem 27, Febr. anni 1707. In audit Guftav. majori Up- 
falice. in 8vo. p. 46, 

Vita Della Venecabile Madre fuor Chiara Maria Della Paflione, 
Carmelitana (calza, Fondatrice del Monaftero di Regina Ceeli de Ro- 
ma, nel fecola Donna Vittoria Colonna, Figlia di don Filippo Gran 
Conteftabile del'Regno di Napoli, &c. Nuovamente fcritta, & divila 
fei Libri, da Ignazio Orlolini facerdale Romano. A Rome 1708. in 
AiO DP. $94. kaa oo 
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HE Divine Infticution of 
) the Minifry and the Ne- 
ne(ity of Epifopal Ordination 
Afferted, In aSermonat the Vi- 
{ration of the Bifhop of Exetér. 
By Wiliam Roberts. Sold by the 
tpookfeller' of London. 
Three Ingenious Spanif Noveis 
by a-Perfon of Quality, Printed 
* for E. Tri icy 
_ Labour in Vain, or © oul to 
to, Newcaftle, In a Sermon to the 
People of Queen Hith. Sold by 
ae Baker. 
_ A Sermon Preach’d before the 
State in Chriit-Charch in ‘Dublin 
onthe 31. 0f Fanuary 170s. By 
Mr. Sensbeon, Prebendary of St. 
Patricks, &c. Reprinted , and 
Sold by Yobn Bake r, 

Divine Predeftiration and Fore- 
| knowledg2, contiftent with the 
Freedom of Man’s Will, A Ser- 
+ pon Preach'd at Chrif-Charch in 


>. 
' 


Dublin, May 15. 1709. before hi® 
Excellency Thomas Earl of Whars 
ton, Lord Lieutenant of Jreiand, 
and the Right Honourable the 
Houfe of Lords, By his Grace, 

Vilkam Lord Archbithop of Dub- 
lin, Reprinted and Sold by Joby. 
Baker. 

An Account of the Groth of 
Deifm in England’, ‘with other 
Traéts of the fame Author, Ge, 
Reprinted inthe Year r709, 

The Peerage of England, or an 
Hiitorical and: Geneological .Ac- 
count of the prefent Nobility, ec... 
Printed for A. Rop rand A Collins, 

The Progrefs of the-Arms of 
the High Allies, from their Seuting 
down before Le to the Siege of 
Mon:, &c. Sold by. B. Bragg. 

The Young Accompranr’s Tu- 


‘tor, or the Brief Rules for: the 


of Shon: 
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Books, 9c. Sold by I Mae 
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